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belive? in 1890 grace als peace be jc mlliphed to you 
through our Lord Je efus Chriſt. 


Tres has been when I could have ſung a 
Chriſtmas carol at your door; but the bellows 
which uſed to fill the pipes are much decayed by 
being much uſed, on which account I have been 
obliged for many years to lay by the melodyof 
my ſongs, as Iſrael of old did of their viols; and, 

being incapable of producing theſe fruits of the 
lip, 1 here ſend you a Chriſtmas offering, which 
is the fruit both of the head and of the heart. 
They eame promiſcuouſly into my mind, and 
ſweetly employed my thoughts as they came; and, 
though apparent contradictions in themſelves, yet 
I brought them all into harmony through the 
anointing of the Holy One; nar was I a little de- 
lighted while my mind was engaged i in them. 1 


call it a riddle upon ALL IN ALL, and you are al- 
1 lowed 


(3.3 

lowed all the Chriſtmas holidays to find it out; 
but, ſhould any of the fruit in this garden of 
nuts be found too hard for your teeth, fend them 
back to the huekſter, and he promiſes to lend you 
the uſe of his crackers. Accept of this as my 
Chriſtmas-box, and take in good part the addi- 
tions; I mean the compliments of the ſeaſon, 
which are, 

A merry Chriſtmas,” ſpringing from Chriſt 
formed in the heart the hope of glory; for a 
merry heart doth good like a medicine, and he 
that hath a merry heart hath a continual fealt. 

* I with you a happy new year,” and fall poſ- 
ſeſſion of the bleſſings of the new covenant; name- 
Jy, a new heart, and 4 new ſpirit, and the, uſe of 
new tongues; ; much ſervice i in the newneſs of the 
Spirit, and a happy walk i in newnels of life ; many. 
comfortable; 1ips of the new wine of the kingdom, 
and many. pledges, earneſts, and foretaſtes of thoſe 
new enjoyments which are promiſed by the new 

Thing to the new born heirs of pro iſe, in the 

new heaven and the new earth wherein dvelleth 

righteouſneſs. , This is the with and earneſt defire 
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His nam mo hat bo alte neue. shi ix. 6. | 


Tais world had been ſtanding upwards of three 
thouſand years before Mary brought forth her 
firſt- born fon. Luke ii. 7. And yet that ſon was 
brought forth ages of endleſs date before: this 
world was made : The Lord poſſeſſed me in the 
beginning of his way, before his works of old. 
] was ſet up from everlaſting, from the beginning, 
or ever the earth was. When there were no 
depths, L was brought forth : when there were no 
fountains abounding with water. Before the 
mountains were ſettled; before the hills was I 
brought forth: while as yet he had not made the 
earth, nor the fields, nor the higheſt part of the 
duſt of the world.” Prov. vii. 22-26. Thus he 
that was brought forth, and ſet up from everlaſt- 
ing, was not brought forth till this world had 
been fanding upwards'of three thouſand years, 
| B 2 His 


. 
His name fhall be called Wonderful. 

He was the ſon of Adam, the ſon of Noah, the 
ſon of Shem, the ſon of Abraham, the ſon of 
Iſaac, the ſon of Jacob, the fon of Judah, the ſon 
of David, the ſon of Solomon, the ſon of Reho- 
boam, &c. &c. and the ſon of Joſeph the huſband 
of Mary, and has been known and called the Son 
of Man from age to age; and yet he is no man's 
ſon; nor would he ſuffer, himſelf to be. ſo called. 
% What think ye of Chriſt, whoſe ſon is he? 
They fay unto him, The Son of David. How 
then doth David in ſpirit call him Lord, ſaying, 
The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, Sit thou on my 
right hand till I make thine enemies thy footſtool. 

If David then call him. CRP Hom 15 he 7830 fon 6 
Matt.“ xxii. 4244. L : t env Dow 


8 wr name * be called Bae. 


81 „There were thouſands of millions born bis 
kim; that is wonderful; and yet he was the firſt 
that ever was born: Alſo I will make him, my 
firſt-horn, higher. than the kings of the earth: 
my mercy wall I keep for him for evermore, and 
my covenant ſhall ſtand. faſt with bim. Pſalm 
en 275 28. . 1 3 i 


ang 5 15 ae fall be called Wonderful. 
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As he had many. fathers, ſo it is as plain that. 


be had many-mothers : he \ was the ſon of Eve, 
=... 0 NY the 


„ 

the ſon of Sarah, the ſon of Nene; the ſon of 
Leah, the ſon of Rahab, the ſon of Ruth, the ſon 
of Zion, the ſon of Mary, and the ſon of all be- 
lievers: © For whoſoever ſhall do the will of my 
Father which is in heaven, the ſame is my bro- 

ther, and ſiſter, and mother.” Matt. xii. 50. 
Thus he hath many fathers, and thouſands of mo- 
thers—and yet © he is without father, 1. without 
mother.“ Heb. vii. 3. 


Flis name ſhall be called Wonderful 


According to the genealogies written by Mat- 
thew and Luke, his deſcent is traced from Adam; 
he deſcended likewiſe from God, and he deſcend- 
ed from heaven; and yet he deſcended neither 
from God nor man, for .* he is without deſcent, 


and without Pedigree. ” Heb. vii. 3. 7 


His name » ſhall be called Wonderful. 


Elijah raiſed a child from the dead, and Eliſha 
raiſed another; and even a young man juſt buried, 
when he touched the bones of Eliſha, came to life; 
Chriſt raiſed the widow'of Nain's ſon and Laza- 
rus; all which were raiſcd before the death of 
Chriſt, and yet he was the firſt that was ever 
raiſed—< He is the firſt-begotten from the dead.” 
Rev. i. 5. © He is the firſt fruits of them that 
ſleep.“ 1 Cor. xv. 20. And the firſt that ever 
trod the path of life from the tomb : Thou 
wilt not leave my ſoul in hell; neither wilt thou 

| =: ſuffer 


1689 
ſuffer thine Holy One to ſee corruption; thou wilt 
few me the path of life 5 in thy preſence js ful- 
neſs of joy, and at thy right hand there are plea- 
. bes for erermore. K Fal. xvi. 10, 11. 


— 


«Bi name ſhall be * * Wonder fl. 


c When he prepared the heavens, I was there: 
when he ſet a compaſs upon the face of the depth: 
when he eſtabliſhed the clouds above: when he 
ſtrengthened the fountains of the deep: when he 
gave to the ſea his decree, that the waters ſhould 
not paſs his commandment : when he appointed 
the foundations of the earth : then I was by him, 
às ONE brought up with him: and I was daily his 
delight, rejoicing always before him; rejoicing in 
the habitable parts of his earth ; and my delights 
were with the ſons of men.” Prov. viii. 27—31, 
And, though he thus rejoiced in the habitable 
parts of his earth, yet there was no part of his 
earth then inhabited ; and, though his delights. 
were then with the ſons of men, yet there were no 
den of men to delight in. p 


His name ſhall be called Wonderful. 


Jeſus, our Immanuel, never lived nor exiſted 

before he was born of Mary; and it is plain that 

he was but thirty-three years of age when he died, 

and yet © he had neither beginning of * nor 
end of life.” Heb, vii. 3. 


SY 


67 


Us name ſhall be called Wonderful. 
Our Immanuel maintained and fupported all 
the human race in life when he was expiring 


himſelf; and lived King of Glory i in heaven when 
he EP dead in the tomb. 


His nome ſhall be called Wonderful." | 
When he aſcended on high he entered heaven, 
and there he muſt abide till the end: Whom 
the heavens muſt receive until the times of reſtitu- 
tion of all things.” Ads iii. 21. And yet, © be- 
hold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot 
contain him, nor yet the houſe that Solomon built,” 


1 Kings vili. 27. 


His name fhall be called Wonderful. 


As our ir high prieſt, © He, by his own blood, 
entered into the holy place,” Heb. ix. 12; © into 
heaven itſelf, now to appear in the preſence of 


God for us.” Heb. ix. 24. Thus he entered the 


holy of holies, and appears in the preſence of 
God for his people, yet © he is with us always to 
the world's end.“ Luke xxvili. 20. 


His name ſhall be called Wonderful. 


Ne is fleſh of our fleſh, and bone of our Hone ;” 
and therefore real man, perfect man, and the 2 5 
of man; and yet he 18 © a worm and no man. 
Plal. xxii. 6, Not a man, but a thing : © There- 
B4 - | fore 


— 
” 


C68 Y 
fore alſo that holy thing, which ſhall be born 


ache ſhall be e the Son of God.” Luke 
1, 35. 2 


His name fra be called Wonderful. 


"Wim he was a child juſt born, and a 1 
given, the government of the church and of the 
whole world ſtood upon his ſhoulders ; Iſa. ix. 6; 
and yet he could not walk alone himſelf, but 
had an aſs to carry him and his mother into 


Egypt. 
His name ſhall be called Wonderful. 


« All things were made by him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made.” 
John i. 3. © For by him, were all things created 
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, viſible. 
and inviſible, whether they be thrones, or domi- 
nions, or principalities, or powers: all things 
were created by him, and for him: and he is be- 
fore all things, and by him all things confiſt.” 
Col. i. 16, 17. Yea, even © the pillars of the 
earth are the Lord's, and he hath ſet the world 
upon them.” 1 Sam. ii. 8. And yet the earth 
bath neither baſes nor pillars ; this the ſcriptures 
witneſs: © He ſtretcheth out the north over the 
empty place, and ry oy the earth won no- 
thing,” Job ui. 7. | 


His. 


690 9 
241.76 His name fhall be calle Wonderful. 


His generation has been moſt faithfully traced 
and publiſhed both by Matthew and Luke ; one 
of which is expreſsly ſtyled, The Book of the 
Generation of Jeſus Chriſt, ” Matt. 1. 1 8 Luke i iii. 
23. And yet his generation never was, nor can 
be, declared either by men or angels, He was 
taken from priſon. and from judgment, and who. 
ſhall declare his generation? 5 Ila. Ji. 8. 


3 


„ * 


| 1 3 all be called WWonderful. 5 
« Wiſdom, crieth without ; ſhe uttereth her 
voice in the ſtreets; ſhe crieth in the chief places 
of the concourſe, in the openings of the gates: in 
the city ſhe uttereth her words, ſaying, How 

long, ye ſimple ones, will ye love fimplicity 2 
and the ſcorners delight i in their ſcorning, and 
fools hate knowledge?“ Prov. i. 20—22. Wiſ⸗ 
dom is here deſcribed as crying, as crying with- 
out, and as uttering her voice even in the ſireets ; 
yet © He ſhall not cry, nor lift up, nor cauſe his 
voice to be heard in the ſtreet.” Ifa. xlii. 2. And, 
though many in the great day will“ begin to ſay, 
We haye eaten and drunk in thy preſence, and 
thou haſt taught in our ſtreets; he ſhall ſay, 
I tell you, I know you not whence you are: de- 
part from me all ye workers of iniquity.“ Luke 
xiii.] 26, 27. And no wonder; for, although he 


might have taught i in their AKrepty, yet they never 
heard 


610) 


heard his voice there; this is witneſſed by the 
en of truth, „ 


His name gan be talled — 


« The thing that hath been, is that which ſhalt 
be; and that which is done, is that which ſhall be 
done: and there is no new thing under the ſun. 
Is there any thing whereof it may be ſaid, See, 
this is new?“ Eccl. i. 9, 10. Yet ſure I am that 
there is ſomething new to be found. How long 
wilt thou go about, O thou backſliding daughter? 
For the Lord hath created a new thing in the 
earth, a woman ſhall compaſs a man.” Jer. xxxi. 
22. This was a new thing promiſed to the ante- 
diluvian world The ſeed of the woman ſhall 
bruiſe the ſerpent's head.” It is called © a new 
thing” in the prophetic age; and was a new thing 
in the latter days, for a virgin conceived, and a 
virgin brought forth a ſon; and this new thing 
Was done under the ſun, and muſt for ever remain 
a thing New, for it never ſhall be antiquated. 


His name Hall be called Wonderful. 


He was ſeen as the Son of man by Daniel, and 
his tremendous appearance was that of the Judge 
of quick and dead. I beheld till the thrones 
were caft down, and the Ancient of days did fit, 
whoſe garment was white as ſnow, and the hair 
of his head like the pure wool.” Dan. vii. 9, 13. 
Mis white hair denotes his gravity and great 


, 280, 


— 


„ 
age, which the hoary head always proclaims ; but 
he was not born till four hundred an, that 
* 


His name ſtall be called Wonderful. 


He was ſeen by Adam and Eve, by Abraham 
and Sarah; by Lot, by Moſes, by Joſhua, and 
Balaam; by Gideon, Manoah and his wife; by 
thouſands in his lifetime, and by five hundred 
brethren at once after his death; and yet no man 
hath ſeen him, nor can fee him and this the 
ſcriptures aver: * Keep this commandment with- 
out ſpot, unrebukable, until the appearing of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt : which in his times he ſhall 
ſhew, who is the bleſſed and only Potentate, the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords; who only hath 
immortality, dwelling in the light which no man 
can approach unto; whom no man hath. ſeen, 
nor can ſee : to whom be honour and power ever- 
laſting. Amen.” 1 Tim. vi. 14—16. 


Hs name fhall be called Wonderful. 
He was the richeſt that ever appeared in this 


world; there was not one thing that was not put 


under him, for he was the © heir of all things,” 
 Heb.1. 2; and yet“ the poor and needy man,” 


Plal. cix. 16. So poor that he lived all his life- 
time upon charity, and has been ſupported by 


alms almoſt eighteen hundred years; and is fuch 
an admirer of the liberality of his benefactors, 
< that 


(i® ) 
that he declares that even a -cup-of: cold water 


ſhall never paſs unnoticed? nor unrewarded by 
him. | no 


His name ſuall he called Wonderful. 


He: performed the greateſt exploits that ever 
were performed in his weakeft ſtate, and by his 
weakeſt Fart; for he was. crucified through 
weakneſs. 2 Cor. xiii. 4. He took the hand- 
Writing that was againſt us out of che way, nail- 
ing it to his croſs; and, having ſpoiled princi- 
palities and powers, he made a ſhew of them 
openly, een over them in Re or in him- 

1 by | 5 


His name all be called Winderfad. 


e fought the greateſt battle, fingle-handed, 
that ever was fought in this world, or that ever 
will be fought. And, though he was the firſt and 
the only one that fell by the ſword in the field of 
action, yet, by his own fall, he conquered all the 
enemies that he ever had, or ever will have, we 


ther in earth or in hell. 


. name all be called Wonderful. 


. is wonderful alſo in his family, which con- 
ſiſts of new- born babes, little children, young 
men, and fathers: and yet there is neither a babe 
vor a little child in it. There ſhall be no more 
thence an inſant of days, nor an old man that hath 


N not 


(8) 
not filled his days :. for the child ſhall die an 


hundred years old, but the ſinner being an hun- 


dred years old ſhall be accurſed.” Ia. Ixv. 20. 
_ His name fhall be called Wonderful. 


I ſhall ſend, my dear friends, no more of theſe 
ſeeming diſcords at this time, but leave you to 
bring them into harmony, and ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Yours to ſerve in Chriſt Jeſus, 


W. H. 5.5. 


END OF THE RIDDLE. 
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15 appears, Fane es, Few that bs 7 have 2 
chief, or a head over them, who is called Satan: ; 
and that the other devils, are his princes, as Beel- 
zcbub is called the prince of the devils... | And we 
read of principalities and powers, ,among . the 
devils, which Chriſt ſpoiled by his fads. and tri- 
e over upon the croſs. 

There is not one hint dropped in the ſcriptures 
that the. devils ever fall out or dif agree; for, as 
there is no door of hope opened to them, nor any 
ground to expect any favour from God, there is no 


1 


place for repenting or relenting ; their mind is 


hardened and ſhut up under the guilt of the un- 
pardonable ſin, and a continual ſenſe of God's 


wrath; and this fills them with eternal e 


both to God and man. N 5 U AO 
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| Their abode is principally in the air. Eph. ii. 2, 
Their palaces are the hearts of poor ſinners, as 


Chriſt tells us, When the ſtrong man armed 


keepeth the palace, his goods are in. peace.” 


Many are the ways and means by which the devil 


contrives to keep his poſſeſſion; and wonderfully 
hath he fortified himſelf in the hearts of the chil- 
dren of men, as appears by the account of the wile 
man: There was a little city, and few men 
within it; and there came a great king againſt it, 


and. beſieged\it,; and built great bulwarks againſt | 


it. Now there was found in it a poor: wiſe man, 


and he by his wiſdom delivered the city; yet no 
man remembered that ſame poor man. Then ſaid 
| 1. Wiſdom is better than ſtrength * nevertheleſs 

the poor man- s wifdom is deſpiſed, and Iris words 


are not heard” Ee. ix. 14-16. This little city 


is mount Zion, and it was in the loins of Adam 
when this great king befieged and took it; The 


- Billwatks6f Satan, by which he _— eus of 


# + ..< 99 + 


his ſtrong holds, are, 


Firſt, Darkneſs and blindneſs of mind. a If 
our goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that are loft ; 


in whom the god of this world hath blinded the 


minds of them which believe not, leſt the light of 
the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, who is the image of 
God, ſhould ſhine unto them.” 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 
lende the kingdom of the beaft, or łhe Pen 
countries, are ſaid to be full of darkneſs. Rev. xvi. 


10. And the reaſon or this is, becauſe it is full of 
CE” h 5 devils; 2 


_ ; po_ ___ — —— A. a" 


N 
devils; it is called the habitation * devils, 1 
the hold of every foul ſpirit. Rev. xviii. 2. | 
Secondly, Hatred to the light, and a love to 
darkneſs, keeps Satan in the throne of the ſinner's 
affections. - A finner blinded by Satan cannot en- 
dure the light of divine revelation ; it difcovers 
the follies of his life, the corruptions of his heart, 
and the vanity of his hopes, and flaſhes conviction 
upon his conſcience ; on which account he hates 
it, and ſuch an one loves darkneſs, and is willingly 
ignorant. And fo faith the Saviour, “ This is 
condemnation, that light is come into the world; 
but men love darkneſs rather than light, becauſe 
their deeds are evil; for every one that doth evil 
hateth the light, nor will he come to the light, leſt 
his deeds ſhould be reproved.,”” Nor are any men 
ſo ſelf-ſufficient in their own eſteem, or ſo lifted: 
up with their knowledge, as thoſe that are given 
up to blindneſs of mind, and hardneſs of heart; 
witneſs the boaſted infallibility of the pope, of the 
popiſh clergy, and of the Jewiſh phariſees, who 
laid, even to Chriſt himfelf, . Are we blind alſo? 
If ye were blind, ſaith Jeſus, ye ſhould not have 
fin ; bat fince ye ſay, We ſee, therefore your fin 
remaineth.” Thoſe that are fenfible of their 
blindneſs and ignorance Chriſt illuminates; but to 
thoſe who boaſt of their light and knowledge, 
wiſdom and prudence, his myſteries are hid; for 
they Iove darkneſs, and he leaves them in that 


which they love. Such hate God, who is light, 
G& | and 


6 

and Chriſt the true light, and the glorious gofpel; 
which is a light to our feet and a lamp to our 
path, and the miniſters of Chriſt, who are burn- 
ing and ſhining lights, and the children of light; 
and this is their condemnation ; and, being in a 
ſlate of condemnation, Satan keeps poſſeſſion of 
their hearts, and reigns in them. 

Thirdly, Another bulwark, by . 3 
keeps up his empire in the hearts of the children 
of men, is that of ſelf-righteouſneſs. Every ſub- 
ject ef Satan cats. his own bread, and wears his 
| own apparel. Iſa. iv. 1. Hence the threatening, 
And it ſhall come to paſs, in the day, of the 
Lord's ſacrifice, that I will puniſh the princes and 
the king's children, and alh ſuch as are clothed 
with ſtrange apparel.” Zeph. i. 8. There is a 
generation (ſays God) that are pure in their own 
eyes, and yet is not waſhed from their filthineſs.” 
Prov. xxx. 12. And this was the generation that 
fell, in the days of the Lord's ſacrifice, for not 
being believers in Chriſt; but it was the bond chil- 
dren that fell, both by the ſword of the Chaldeans 
and of the Romans; for they were ignorant of God's 
righteouſneſs, and went about to eſtabliſh: their 
own righteouſneſs, and ſo ſtumbled at that ſtum- 
bling ſtone, and Chriſt became a rock of offence 
to them. And ſure I am that there is nothing 
under heaven that ſounds ſo diſguſtful in the ears 
of a child of Ged as the boaſting and lying of 
63 ſouls:⸗ All theſe things have Lkept 
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from my youth up (ſays one), what lack I _ 7 80 
*« Stand by thyſelf, come not near to me, for Iam 
holier than thou.” Lo, theſe many years do I 
ſerve thee, and never at any time tranſgreſſed I 
thy commandment, and yet thou never gaveſt me 
a kid that I might make merry with my. friends :” N 
And, if ſuch come into a profeſſion of . 
being drawn by the novelty of the doctrine, the 
perſuaſion of friends, or by the fluency of the 
preacher, they keep the poor web of their own 
weaving cloſe about them ; and, if at any time 
common convictions lay hold of them, they wall 
immediately take ſome of the Saviour's new cloth 
to patch their old garment with (for they cannot 
venture upon Chriſt alone), and ſo © wear a gar- 
ment of linen and woollen together; Deut. xxii. 
11; and by this method the rent 1s made worſe. 
How was the apoſtolic church peſtered with theſe 
ſelf-righteous perſons ! it was theſe that wanted 
the law of Moſes and circumciſion enforced upon 
the young Gentile diſciples; they believed in 
Jeſus, but they were all zealous of the law, not 
of the goſpel. Falſe brethren they are called, and 
they came in privily to ſpy out the liberty of the 
laints, that they might bring them into bondage. 
Every ſubject of Satan's kingdom is a ſelf-righte- 
ous perſon, - whether in the church or out of it, 
and, will be diſcovered as ſuch ſooner or later. 
And, when the king came in to ſee the gueſts, 
he ſaw there a man which had not on a wedding 

OY garment: 
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garment : and he faith unto him, Friend, how 
cameſt thou in hither, not having on a wedding 
garment : ? and he was ſpeechleſs. Then ſaid the 
king to the ſervants, Bind him hand and foot, and 
8 him away, and caſt him into outer darkneſs; 


there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. "a 
Matt: xxii. 11—13. This wedding garment is 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, which God i imputes to 
all believers; and it is no other, as will appear 
34 plainly by comparing the following texts to- 
gether: © Let us be glad and rejoice, and give 
honour to him : for the marriage of the Lamb is 
come, and his wife hath made herſelf ready. And 
to her was granted that ſhe ſhould be arrayed in 
fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is 
the righteouſneſs of the ſaints. Bleſſed are they 
which are called to the marriage fupper of the 
Lamb. And he faid unto me, Theſe are the true 
ſayings of God.” Rev. xix. 7—9. Now goſpel 
Zion will tell us what this fine linen is; for ſhe 
triumphs wonderfully on the day of her efpouſals. 
« I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my ſoul ſhall 
be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me 
with the garments of ſalvation, he hath covered 
me with the robe of righteoufneſs, as a bride- 
groom decketh himſelf with ornaments, and as a 
bride adorneth herſelf with her jewels.” Iſa. Ixi. 
10. From this beſt robe the ſelf-righteous Jews 
were excluded, which was the heavieſt judgment 


tat © ever 2 upon them ; for it terminated in the 
0 deſolation 


| Cay 
_ deſolation of their eities, and in the utter diſper- 
ſion of themſelves; and ſo it was predicted: Re- 
| proach hath broken my heart, and I am full of 

heavineſs: and I looked for ſome to take pity, 
but there was none; and for 'cotnforters; but I 
found none. They gave me alſo gall for my 
meat; and in my thirſt they gave me vinegar td 
drink. Let their table [or altar] become a ſnare 
before them; and let that which ſhould have 
been for their welfare become a trap. Let theit 
eyes be darkened, that they fee not; and make 
their loins continually to ſhake, Pour out thine 
indignation upon them, and let thy wrathful an- 
ger take hold of them. Let their habitations be 
deſolate, and let none dwell in their tents. For 
they perſecute him hom thou haſt ſmitten.; and 
they talk to the grief of thoſe whom thou haſt 
wounded. Add iniquity to their iniquity, and let 
them not come into thy righteouſneſs.” Pal. Ixix. 
20, 21, &c. And who does the Saviour palm 
theſe upon chat are not to come into his righte- 
ouſneſs ? He palms them all upon Satan; nor will 
he allow them to call themſelves Jews: I know 
the blaſphemy of them which ſay they are Jews, 
and are not, but are the Hmagogur of Satan.” Rey, 
ii. g. 

But that * e appears more ſhocking i i8, that 
there are whole churches, ſo called, even in goſ- 
pel days, that are deſtitute of, and utter ſtrangers 


0 the nn righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt; of 
C 3 . which 
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which he much complains. ' “ Becauſe thou ſay- 
eſt, J am rich, and increaſed with goods, and have 
need of: nothing; and knoweſt not that thou art 
wretched; and miſerable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked.“ Rev. iii. 17. She was wretched, 
being deſtitute of grace and truth; ſhe was mi- 
ſerable; being in her fin and under the curſe of 
God; ſhe was poor, being deſtitute of that faith 
which lays hold upon the true riches ; ſhe. was 
blind, being ignorant of the anointing of the Holy 
Ghoſt; and naked, vg without the wn 5 
9 OL 295 | 

Fourthly, The next prop of the devil's king- 
dom is falſe confidence. Satan influences the 
mind of the wretched ſinner with an infernal per- 
ſuaſion, and a firm confidence in things which 
are arrant lies; as it is written, © His coming i is 
after the working of Satan, with all power, and 
ſigns, and lying wonders,” and with all deceiv- 
ableneſs of unrighteouſneſs in them that periſh ; 
becauſe they received not the love of thè truth, 
that they might be ſaved. And for this cauſe 
God ſhall ſend them ſtrong delufions, that they 
ſhould believe a lie; that they all might be 
damned who believed not the truth.” 2 Theſſ. ii. 
9 12. Every ſubject of Satan's kingdom, except a 
few who are in black deſpair, are equipped with 
this diabolical faith; and this was the firſt ſeed 
which the devil ſowed in the mind of Eve: © Ye 

_ not ſurely die. This was Satan's lie, and ſhe 

N believed 
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believed it, and made trial. Oh, What a crop 
hath that ſeed produced! What a great matter 
hath that little fire kindled ! This falſe con- 
fidence is the deceived finner's right hand, by 
which he feeds himſelf with his own deceivings; 
and with which he holds faſt every he that Satan 
begets in his heart; this gives Satan full pofſeffion 
of his ſoul; nor can he deliver himſelf from his - 
poſſeffor, nor does he defire it:“ He feedeti on 
aſhes: à deceived heart hath turned him aſide, 
that he cannot deliver his ſoul, nor ſay, Is there 
not a lie in my right hand?“ Ifa. xliv. 20. This 
is the right hand and the high arm of every ido- 
later, heretic, hypocrite, HIRE; formal iſt, or 
heathen, that is, or ever ſhall be, found in the 
dominions of Satan. All the miniſters in the 
world could never move nor ſtagger the confi- 
dence of one in ſuch a ſtrong delufion. "Thouſands 
of the Iſraelites fled at the command of Moſes, but 
Corah and Dathan ftood their ground; they knew 
that their cauſe was good, and their doctrine true; 
namely, that the 1 were _ holy, ny one 


of them. 
The Roman centurion ſmote his breaſt at hs 


crucifixion of Chriſt ; the diſciples wept ; Pilate 
waſhed his hands from the blood of Chriſt; and 
the very dead which ſlept aroſe, many which be- 
held the fight ſmote their breafts and' returned : 
but not ſo the ſcribes and phariſees; they were at 


'A 1 * know that they were doing' God ſer- 
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vice; their confidence could venture the riſk both 
of themſelves and their poſterity :. Let his blood 
be on us, and on our children.“ Diſcourſes from 
a pulpit, that would make a hundred real be- 
| lievers tremble, would never. undeceive one thus 
given up and ſtrengthened by Satan to believe a 
lie: you may make him ſtorm, but you will ne- 
ver make him ſtagger: A wiſe man feareth, and 
departeth from evil; but the fool rageth, and is 
confident.“ Prov. xiv. 16. There are none more 
ſure of heaven than ſuch, nor are there any farther 
from it. It was a proverb among the Jews, that, 
if but two were ſaved, the one would be a ſcribe 
and the other a phariſee. If this was the common 
people's opinion, what muſt be their own ? But 
they were farther from it than publicans and bar- 
lots. In their own account they are ſure to be 
firſt, but in God's account they are always laſt. 
ce There are laſt that ſhall be firſt, and firſt laſt; for 
many be called, but few: choſen.” The full aſſur- 
ance of faith in the brighteſt ſaint never ſtands 
ſo unmoveable as the falſe confidence of a hypo- 
crite; for the beſt of men have been ſtraitened 
and bound in ſpirit at times, and ſometimes even 
on their death bed: but not ſo this ſubject of Sa- 
tan's kingdom; * for there are no bands in their 
death, but their ſtrength is firm.” Pal. Ixxili. 4. 
And well may their ſtrength be firm, when the 
firong man armed keeps the palace. Satan is not 


_ againſt ae his deſire of ſiſting 
the 
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the ſaints is only to ſhake, weaken, or blow away. 
the grace of faith ; but he exerts all his might in 
the ſupport of a faith that is of his own-begetting, 
Does the faith of a ſaint lay hold of a treaſure in 
the heavens, the hypocrite will riſe nearly as high 
in imagination as the ſaint does in confidence, 
« The triumphing of the wicked is ſhort, and the 
joy of the hypocrite but for a moment ; though 
his, excellency mount up to the heavens, and bis 
head reach unto the clouds, yet. he, ſhall periſh 
for ever.” Job xx. 5, 6. And it is often ſcen that 
the confidence of 24 men lives as long as they 
do: « His confidence i is rooted out of Bis taber- 
nacle when he comes to the king « of terrors; Job 
xviii. 14; but not till then: nor do I believe. that 
this king of terrors is, temporal death, for ſome of 
them have no bands in that ; but the ſecond death, 
or eternal death, muſt root up every refuge « of lies; 
for in hell they lift up their eyes, and, being 1 in 
torment, they are obliged] to caſt away their | con- 
fidence. 

Fifthly, Another bond of iniquity „ that fads 
thbe ſubject of Satan to his ſovereign, is carnal ſe- 
curity or falſe peace; for, ſo ſure as the ſaints keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, ſo 
ſure does Satan hold his ſubjects to himſelf in the 
cords of their fins, and in a peaceable conſcience : 
and to this agrees the Saviour: When a ſtrong 
man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in 

peace. But, when a e than he ſhall come 
upon 
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upon him and overcome him, he taketh from him 
all his armour wherein he truſted, and divideth 
his ſpoils.” Luke xi. 21, 22. Here we may ſee 
that Satan uſes all the armour and artillery” that 
he is maſter of in keeping his poſſeſſion of the 
ſinner ; and he maintains his hold by keeping his 
conſcience 1 in a falſe peace: which peace conſiſts 
of hardneſs of heart, he is paſt feeling; in blind- 
neſs of mind, he ſees not his danger; and in 
compoſing the ſoul with a benumbing ſtupidity, 
which keeps it inſenfible ; ſo that, as the prophet 
fays, © they are caſt into a deep ſleep, they lie 
down and love to ſlumber” Ifa. Iv. 10. | Theſe 
are either at eaſe in Zion, or at eaſe in the 
world : they are never emptied from veſſel to 
veſſel, they ſettle on their Tees ; they are not in 
any. trouble as others, nor are they plagued like 
other men. This is the devil's ſtate-bed; and Sa- 
tan has got more to guard it, and to keep him in 
quiet poſſeflion of it, than ever Solomon had in 
all his glory : every ambaſſador from the infernal 
regions is ſent with the ſame cry to the finner's 
ears as that which the devil maintains in the fin- 
ner's heart. If any. judgment, ſudden fear, or 
unexpected calamity come on, ſo as to arouſe the 
finner but in the leaſt degree, theſe ambaſſadors | 
are called in: as it is written, „Thus faith the 
Lord concerning the prophets that make my peo- 
ple err, that bite with their teeth, and cry, Peace: 


and 2 that putteth not into their mouths, they 
; even 
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even prepare war: againſt him.” Micah iii. 5: 
Ahab was a gieat admirer of theſe good tidings. 
The devil had taught all his four hundred and fifty 
_ prophets to ſend Ahab to Ramoth Gilead in the 
poſſeſſion of this peace. Only one prophet be- 
longing to another maſter ſtood out; but they 
prepared war againſt him, and God prepared war 
againſt Ahab and them too. Theſe ambaſſadors 
are generally called builders up, and they cer- 
tainly are great ſupports to the devil's kingdom, 
and labour hard to ſtop up every breach that 
Chriſt makes in it; and of this God complains: | 
« For every one from the leaſt even to the greateſt 
is given to coyctouſneſs; from the prophet even 
unto the prieſt every one dealeth 'falſely. For 
they have healed the hurt of the daughter of my 
people ſlightly, ſaying, Peace, peace; when there 
is no peace.” Jer. viii. 10, 11. Theſe are Satan's 
meſſengers and Jezebel's rockers. ' He ſent four 
hundred and fifty to that daughter of his, and ſhe 
kept them at her own expenſe. Many remedies 
alſo, as well as meſſengers, are made uſe of to 
keep conſcience compoſed and Satan in quiet ; 
ſuch as kerchiefs and pillows; Ezek. xiii. 18; 
untempered morter, and daubing with it ; Ezek. 
xiii. 10; biting and ſtamping ; waging war with 
every one that ſounds an alarm, or cries fire; 
forms of prayer, and daily and hourly taſks; the 
ſacrament at a dying hour; falt fiſn in Lent ; and 
innocent amuſements, cards and plays; concerts 
| ; of 
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of ſacred muſic and holy water; extreme unction, 
human abſolution, and eceleſiaſtical authority; 
faſtings and pilgrimages. All theſe, and the 
power of the ſtrong man too, are We at 
to keep. Satan's courts in peace. 

. The fixth pillar of Satan's kingdom i: is a a falſe 
— There are no hypocrites in the world, 
except thoſe few in black deſpair, but what are 
buoyed up with a falſe hope; which hope centers 
in the fleſh, and. is founded, on human perfor- 
mances; and as a man abounds in dead works, ſo 
be abounds in hope; and, when he: obtains a vain 
ſuppoſition. that he exceeds, all others in human 
merit, this raiſes him to the ſull aſſi urance of 
hope; and they, i in their expectation « of the great 
reward, exceed in firmneſs one half o the chil- 

_ dren, of God; nor is their hope clogged with 

g { thoſe - doubts and fears which are often. raiſed 
TY [ about the ſiate of thoſe endowed with a good 
hope through grace; ſor, although Satan oflen 
ſuggeſts to ſuch that they are hypocrites, and that 

their faith and hope are vain, yet he never preaches 

this doctrine, to thoſe to; whom alone it is appli- 

: cable, for he is not divided againſt himſelf; if he 

was, how ſhould his kingdom ſtand ?. Eſtabliſh- 

ed in this falſe hope, and equipped with this ex- 
pectation, many will approach even the gate of 

life, and that with boldneſs; „ Strive to enter in 

at the ſtrait gate; for many, I ſay unto you, will 


ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not be able,” Luke xiii. 
24. 
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24. The fooliſh virgins had- no other anchor 
than this when they cried, Lord, Lord, open 
to us.“ If ever ſuch hypocrites have any doubts 
or fears about them, it is when the clamours of 
conſcience, through the judgments of God, ſound 
too loud to be drowned by the cry of, Peace, 
peace; but even then, when the alarm is paſt, 
they appear the more ſteadfaſt. A falſe hope is 
the cockatrice egg, and human merit is the ſpider's 
web. Iſa. lix. 5. But, when the wrath"of God en- 
ters the conſcience, the egg will be cruſhed, and 
then out comes the viper; the curſe of God will 
break the egg, and the flames of hell will con- 
ſume the web. The hypocrite's hope ſhall periſh; 
whoſe hope ſhall be cut off, and whoſe truſt ſhall 
be a ſpider's web.” Job vin. 14. 

The ſeventh bulwark, by which the devil ſap- 
ports his empire in the heart, is human wiſdom. | 
Satan has no fools in his kingdom, though God 
hath few elſe in his. © We are fools for Chriſt's 
fake,” ſays Paul; yea, and all muſt become fools 
before they are made wiſe, and fools afterwards 
too, for they know nothing of themſelves. But 
not ſo the ſubjects of Satan, for the children of 
this world are wiſer in their generation than the 
children of light.“ Luke xvi. 8. There are no 
more than two fucceeding generations—the chil- 
dren of God, and the children of the devil; ſo 
that it is in the generation of vipers that this 
wiſdom lies. All the followers of Chriſt which 

he 
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he had bleſſed fell under the ſentence of theſe 
wiſe men among the Jews: „This people that 
know not the law are curſed. Thou waſt alto- 
gether born in ſin, and doſt thou teach us? and 
they caſt him out.” Theſe wiſe ones can tell you 
the origin of the world better than he who made 
it, if you can believe them; they will give you a 
deſcription of the eternity of matter, though they 
will not allow him to be eternal that made the 
world. John i. 3. They have found out that 
every. ſtar is a habitable world, and they have 
multiplied heavens as faſt as the papiſts have mul- 
tiphed mediators, which never had any exiſtence 
but in their brains; they have given to the globe 
of the earth ſuch velocity of motion as all the 
weights and machinery in the world could never 
give to a wheel, nor all the nitre upon earth give 
to a ſhot; they have aſcribed. ſuch intelligence 
and influence to the planets, that they can tell 
you at Chriſtmas when it will rain and when it 
will ſhine all the year round; nay more, they 
will caſt your nativity by them, and read your 
fate or deſtiny, ſo that you may know your end 
from the beginning without going to the gypſies; 
fo profound in knowledge are theſe whoſe * wit- 
dom is earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh.” 

And, if Satan fows a crop of theſe: tares among 
the Lord's wheat in order to anſwer ſome future 
purpoſe, their wiſdom 'is ſtill retained ; they are 
no * s than the children of the wicked one, 
q though 
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though they are mixed among the children of the 
kingdom. They may be known by their noiſe, 
for they are ſwift to ſpeak and flow to hear; James 
i. 19; by their ſtation alſo, for there is none of 
this ſort that are fervants of all, or ſervants of 
my; they are all maſters, that they may receive 
the greater condemnation. James iii. 1. This 
ſort muſt not be ſought for in the lower room, 
but in the higheſt ſeat. Satan ſends no under- 
ſtrappers, ſuch as helps or fellow-helpers to the 
truth; thoſe that he ſent into the church in 
Paul's days were all apoſtles. 2 Cor. xi. 13. Rev. 
ii. 2. They are like Pharaoh's ſtateſmen, the ſons 
of the wiſe, the ſons of ancient kings (Iſa. xix. 11); 
and true enough, for we know of no kings upon 
earth ſo ancient as devils. A ſubject of Chriſt's 
kingdom muſt compare himſelf with the ſcrip- 
tures, and he that doth fo finds himſelf foohſh 
enough; but Satan's ſubjects compare themfelves 
with themſelves, and Paul ſays they are not wiſe : 
but I fay they are © wifer than ſeven men that can 
render a reafon. | | 

Eighthly, The higheft ſtate of majeſty in Sa- 
tan's empire is pride, it was this that lifted him 
up to his preſent dignity : © Not a novice,” ſays 
Paul, © left being lifted up with pride, he fall into 
the condemnation of the devil.“ 1 Tim. iii. 6. 
When a ſpark of this exalting light ſhines into 
the head of one of theſe wiſe ſubjects, what won- 
ders do they diſcover ! Not all the ſaints upon 
| ' * earth 
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earth can eſteem others ſo much better than them- 
ſelves, as theſe efteem themſelves better than 
others. The bardeſt taſk that you can impoſe 
upon ſuch men, is to ſet them down at the foot of 
another to be taught; nor doth any thing exer- 
ciſe their patience more, than to keep filence 
while another ſpeaks, they are to be known wy 
*.a multitude of words.“ 

They take after their gather for aſſiduity; they 
go to and fro in the earth, and walk up and down 
in it; and wherever the ſons of God aſſemble 
ſome of theſe are ſure to preſent themſelves before 
the Lord; not to get inſtruction, ſor that is not 
pooſſible; they go rather to correct miſtakes and to 
try the ſpirits... Thoſe that followed the Saviour 
only ſet him to rights when they thought he was 
wrong: How can this man give us his fleſh to 
eat?” „ This is a hard ſaying, who can hear it!“ 
Thou beareſt record of thyſelf, thy record is not 

true.“ He is mad, why hear ye him?“ And, if 
any wonderful diſplay of ſupernatural power ap- 
peared, they aſcribed the glory to none but their 
own father: He doth it by Beelzebub the prince 
of the devils.” Agur was never half ſo brutiſi 
in his own eyes as theſe are angelic in theirs. 
The everlaſting goſpel is called fooliſhneſs, and 
omnipotence is termed weakneſs by them; but | 
ce the fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than men, and the 
weakneſs of God is ſtronger than men.“ 1 Cor. 
i. 25. The ſcorner's chair is the higheſt bench 
0 mn” 


( 33 ) 
in Satan's kingdom; he that mounts that ſeat is 
upon the pinnacle, above the ground, and above 
all about him, and of courſe neareſt to him that 
is the prince of the power of the air. 

The next in power to devils are fin and death; 
ſin reigns unto death, and death reigned from 
Adam to Moſes, and from Mofes till now. To 
keep up the government of theſe two is the chief 
of Satan's labour, whether it be in his ſubjects or 
by them. And, when the Saviour ſhall raiſe his 
own family, and change them and faſhion them 
like unto his own glorious body, then ſhall the 
works of the devil be effectually deſtroyed ; and 
both fin and death, which came by Satan, ſhall 
be the everlaſting deſtruction of himſelf and of 
all that die in his intereſt. Then ſhall Satan and 
all his infernal principalities and powers, together 
with fin and death, and all dead finners, depart to- 
gether ; they ſhall go with the devil and his angels 
into their everlaſting habitations, far enough from 
Chriſt and from all the ſubjects of his kingdom. 
Then ſhall be brought to paſs this ſaying, © God 
taketh the wiſe in their own craftineſs, and the 
counſel of the froward is carried headlong.“ 


THE END. 
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KINGDOM OF GOD: 


But, if I with the finger of God caf out devils, no 
Les the kingdom of God is come upon Hou. 
Luke xi. 20. 


Six entered into the world by Satan, and death 
entered by ſin. Sin ſeparated between God and 
our ſouls: but the incarnation of the Son of God 
brought our nature back to God, which ſin had 
ſeparated; and the blood of Chriſt made us nigh, 
whom wieked works had made far off. Sin had 
its beginning by the tree of knowledge, and it had 
its end on the accurſed tree. Adam ſinned and 
died, and paradiſe was loſt; Chriſt was made ſin 
and died, and a better paradiſe was gained. The 

woman, being firſt in the tranſgreſſion, was con- 
demned to ſorrow in child- bearing, and that ſor- 
row brought forth the woman's great deli verer. 
Sin is the ſole cauſe of all our miſery, and a ſenſe 
| of this miſery renders us proper objects of God's 

mercy, 0 fin and death Satan aimed at the eter- 
D 2 nal 
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nal deſtruction of men, and fin and death will be 
the eternal deſtruction of Satan. Nothing pleaſed 


Satan ſo well as bringing mankind under the ſen- 
tence of death ; and that ſentence executed upon 
Chriſt bruiſed Satan's head, and he himſelf and 
his works were deſtroyed in the ſame nature that 
he had ruined. By . the. incarnation of Chriſt 
grace and mercy come to men, and by the death 
of Chriſt honour is brought to the juftice and ho- 
lineſs of God. Satan is degraded, fin is con- 
demned in Chrift's fleſh, and the ſinner is ſaved; 
and yet God appears juſt when he juſtifies the 
ungodly. Sin is freely pardoned, and yet venge- 

. ance is taken of our inventions; forgiving and 
cleanfing is of fiee grace, and yet God is faithful 
and juſt in forgiving and cleanſing; the ſinner is 
bought with a price, and yet ſaved and glorified 
by free grace. Sin brought us all under the 
wrath of God, but in pouring that wrath upon 
Chriſt everlaſting love was diſplayed to men. 
All-the works of devils have been to deſtroy hu- 
man nature, and by a judge in human nature 
mall all devils be judged and deſtroyed. | Devils 
are the accuſers of the brethren, and the brethren 
ſhall be the judges of the devils. Men, aſpiring 
to be like gods, fell under the dominion of fallen 

- Angels; Chriſt, by being made a little lower than 
= the angels of Mg, raiſed us to an Mert above 
Mom 
Chriſt ſpoiled principals ad den . 
ſpoils 


622 


ſpoils vut of the devil's kingdom the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt muſt have, according to an ancient ſtipus 
lation. Theſe are the objects of his love, the 
purchaſe of his blood, and therefore muſt. be the 
trophies of his victory. He is not to have them 
without a price, nor will they ſubmit to him 
without conqueſt. He ſhall ſee of the travail 
of his ſoul, and ſhall be ſatisfied: by his know- 
ledge ſhall my righteous ſervant juſtify many; for 
he ſhall bear their iniquities. Therefore wall I 
divide him a portion with the great, and he ſhall 
divide the ſpoil with the ſtrong; becauſe he hath 
poured out his ſoul unto death.“ Iſa. liii. 11, 12. 
A portion with the great, is ſome few ſelected 
ſubjects out of the kingdoms of the great poten- 
tates upon earth; and the ſpoil that he is to di- 
vide with the ſtrong, are God's own elect, which 
were given unto him, and which he takes by the 
dint of his word from the A b man armed. He 
* his conqueſt, 

Firſt, By the light of his countenance, 44 275 

Secondly, By the edge of the ſword. The 
people that walked in darkneſs have ſeen a great 
light: they that dwell in the land of the ſhadow 
of death; upon them hath the light { ſhined. Ia. 
ix. 2. This is the firſt attack upon the ſtrong 
man's palace, and is called the ſinner's tranſlas 
tion: for ſo it is written, Who hath delivered 


us from the power of darkneſs; and hath. tranſ. 
D 3 4 lated 
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I 13; 1 
— The edge” of his ad 4 In thet 
day the Lord, with his ſore and great and ſtrong 
Ford, ſhalf puniſh leviathan, the piercing ſer- 
pent, even Teviathan, that crooked Kerpen and 
he ſhall ſlay the dragon that is in the ſea.“ IIa. 
vii. 1. This light enrages the devil, and it 
likewiſe ſhews the ſinner his awful ſtate; and the 
word of the ſpirit wounds the devil and the fin- 
ner too. Satan's rage at the light riſes: from 2 
freſh remembrance of his former ſtate of bliſs and 
Happineſs, which for a moment ſoſtens him; but 
the conſideration of all being irrecoverably loft, 
and the thoughts of future and endleſs torment, 
rekindles all his rage and defperation ; 'and; find- 
ing the poor ſinner, who has long been his law 
ful captive, going into that light and bliſs which 
he by his pride and rebellion had loft, provokes 
him to jealouſy, and pierces every power of that 
infernal intelligence; and this he makes the poor 
miner know and feel, for he hutls at him all the 
nl, filthy, obſeene, deſperate, rebellious, and 
blaſphemous oaths, curſes, imprecations, and in- 
vectives, that he is maſter of and all againſt 
Sod; and then aectiſes the poor ſinner of it, to 
fink him in'defpair; though, at the ſame time, it 
t che devil's own fin; ſof füch things! never en- 
Ken the dauer heart el the” devil lodge theny 
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in it. However this ſerves to ſhew us that the a 


_ rays of divine light diſcover him, and remove 
his maſk. from the underſtanding, and himſelf 
from his dark abode; and this is evident by the 
violent temptations. that follow; for what call 
has he to tempt; entice, allure; terrify,; and 
threaten us with his future ſucceſs and adyantage 
over us, if he reigned in the heart and could take 


us captive at his will? His fruitleſs attempts and 
terrifying threatenings are ſufficient to convinoe 


us that the Lord Jeſus has cruſhed his power, 
bound him by his providence, and diſarmed him 
of the panoply by which be kept his goods in 
peace. By the light of the Lord's countenance, 
and by the ſword of the Spirit, ſhall the kingdom 


of the beaſt be deſtroyed, which is ſaid ta be full 


of darknels.. Light ſhall diſcover the damnable 


deceptions of popery, and the ſword, of the Spirit 
ſhall lay the ſouls of thoſe that cleave to them; 
For the myſtery. of iniquity doth already work: 

only he. that now letteth will let, until he be 
taken out of the way. And then ſhall that wick- 
ed be revealed, whom the Lord ſhall conſume 
with the ſpirit of his mouth, and ſhall deſtroy 


with the brightneſs of his coming. 2 Theſl. ii. 


7, 8. Thus is Satan dethroned : *< And = 1 by 
the finger of God, caſt out devils, 0 doubt the 

kingdom of Gad is come upon you.“ 
Secendly, The Lord, by the Power of his 
Spirit, ſubdues the carnal enmity which hates the 
D4 
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light; he bows the ſinner's will and makes him 95 
willing; he ſearches the reins, wounds the 
ſpirit, and makes the heart honeſt; and one of 
an honeſt heart will cry, « Search me and tty 
me, and ſee if there be any wicked way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlaſting.” Fea, bs 
comes willingly to the light, that his deeds may 
be made manifeſt that they are wrought if God. 
Thus the enmity is ſlain, and a moſt earneſt de- 
fire after reconciliation with God is kindled in 
the ſoul; he is made willing and made honeff he - 
accepts the puniſhment of his iniquity; and had 
rather lie under the rod than be in carnal eaſe; 
and would feed upon ſtripes and bitter reflectiont 
rather than be given up to enjoy the pleaſures of 
fin for a ſeaſon. The CEA of God is not 
in word, but in power.” Thus it appears that 
the ſubjects of darkneſs are all blinded by the 
god of this world, and their hearts are filled with 
enmity and hatred againſt the light; and' this 
their enmity diſcovers itſelf at every ſoul which 
God illuminates, or into which the true light 
ſhineth © and thus the Jews rejoiced in John's 
hebt for a feaſon, and then ſaid * He hath a de- 
vil.“ And, when the Sun of Right>ouſticfs viſited 
them, then they ſaid he had a devil and was 
mad. Thus Satan labours to blind the eyes, and 
arms the ſoul With malice, at every heavenly ray 
that darts upon His vail. But, if God ſhines into 


x finners heart, and ſearches, tries,” and diſcorers 
7 —__ = — the 


ta) 
the evil of it, and by wounding the ſpirit makes 
the heart honeſt; leads the ſoul to the light, and 
puts a cry into the poor ſinner for merey, ſuch 
an one the devil labours to baffle, confuſe, puz- 
zle, perplex, confound, tempt, aceuſe, reproach, 
and even ridicule him for hypocriſy in every 
thing he does. It is Satan's work to applaud the 
hypocrite, to fondle his deceitful: heart, to prop 
up his ſeared conſcienee and lead him to ſelſ- ad- 


miration. But the ſoul that God diſplays his 


power in is always wrong and never right; all is 


guile, nothing ſincerèe; all feigned, nothing 


real; all is deceit, nothing ſound; if he ſpeaks 
he takes him to taſk for every word; overhales 


him, and accuſes him of inſincerity and falſe- / 


hood in every thing he has ſaid. To the pha- 
riſee in his forms, and to the hypocrite. in Zion, 
Satan is a ſmooth-tongued prophet, a dauber, a 
reformer, an healer of the breach, and a builder 
up; but to the mourner in Zion he 18 a reprover, 
an accuſer, an inquiſitor- general, an envious ob- 
ſerver, a malicious overſeer, a laborious puller 
down, and a deſperate deſtroyer of God's heri- 
tage. This is his work, whether he labour at the 
heart by ſuggeſtions, or by his miniſters in the 
pulpit. Satan is not divided againſt himſelf; if 
he was, how ſhould his kingdom ſtandꝰ 

© Thirdly, Self-righteouſneſs' ſtands in the way 
of God's kingdom, and muſt be demoliſhed be- 
tore the empire of - Chriſt: ean be ſet up. Satan 
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en up the Jewiſh ſcribes and phariſees in 
this web; they not only juſtified themſelves be- 
fore men, but they pleaded their worth, and will 
plead it before God; they ſought righteouſneſs 
by the works of the law, and went about to 
eſtabliſh it, and were the greateſt oppoſers of the 
Kingdom of God, for they ſhut it up againſt men; 
they entered not themſelves, and ſuch as were 


| going they hindered. And it is plain that the 


ꝑtaying publican in the temple, and Mary Mag- 
dalen the harlot, went into the kingdom of God 
before them. This pillar of the devil's kingdom, 
this grand idol of vain imagination which the 
papiſts and the world OE: is aste wer, 
in the hearts of God's elect. 

Firſt, By an application ofthe low of Gd. 
— By the quickening influences of the 
Holy Ghoſt. The entrance of the law, with all 
its fears, bondage, terrors, and wrath, will not 
do of itſelf; for a ſinner in black deſpair, and 
given up to a fearful looking - ſor of judgment, 
will ſometimes plead his merits before men, 
though he dare not plead his cauſe before God. 
IT have known inſtances of this myſelf. There is 
ſuch a thing as deſperate pride, and the devil 
often influences the moſt awful apoſtates with it, 
inſomuch that, when they are in diſpute with the 
children of God, they will even pervert the ſcrip- 
tures, plead their own: worth, and bring forth 


1-16-20 reaſons againſt. * 
But 


* 


(+) 
But when God applies the law to a elioſen veſſel 
he attends the application with the awakening, 
alarming, quickening; ſelf-emptying, 1elf-abaſs- 


ing, and ſoul-piereing operations of the Holy 


Spirit of promiſe, Which gives life to the ſoul, 


and makes it feel; hunger, thirſt, long, crave, 


ery, pray, fearchy feek, watch and wait at wil- 
dom's gate till the door of mercy and of hope be 
opened. A ſoul under ſueh circumſtances is con- 
demned on all hands by the law, by the goſpel, 


by confcience, by every ſaint, by the ſelf· rigbte- 


ous Phariſee, by the refined hypocrite, by every 


impoſtor in the pulpit, by the common Worldling, 


and by every poſſeſſor of a ſeared conſcience: that 
is paſt feeling, and even by the beaſts of the fithd; 


for he would ſooner be a brute; a fowl, a reptile or 


an inſect, than a human creature; any thing rather 
than a condemned and guilty finner, accountable 
to a juſt and holy God. And he will honeftlytelt 
| you that every creature that God has made an- 
twers ſome good end in the creation; and in ſome 
way or other gloriſtes God; but he of hirnſelf 
never did, nor ever can, except God glorify His 
truth and juſtice in his eternal damnation: this 


be ſees, this he feels, and this he will honeſti rx 


own and confeſs before God or man. It W• 
ſuch convictions as theſe that turned Daniel's 
comelineſs into corruption, Paul's brilliant per- 
formanees into dung and drofs, and Zion 


victions, 


Fe righteouſneſs into filthy rags. All con» | 
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victions, - unattended: by the ipirit of life, termi- 
nate in ſelf- pity, in hatred to truth, in hatred to 
the ſaints, in diſhoneſty at heart, in enmity to 
God, in love to human applauſe, in worldly 
grief, in infernal pride, and in deſperate ſorrow. 
All of which are fruits unto death, or dead works. 
But the ſpirit of life from God quickening the 
ſoul and making interceſſion. with unutterable 

groaning for it, and the wrath and terrors of God 
by the law blaſting and withering all human 
glory, ſoon ſtrips the ſinner of his rags, if it does 
not ſtrip him of all reliance on his own arm, and 
always brings him to hunger and thirſt after 
righteouſneſs, and he labours hard to work one 
unt; but, as ſoon as he hears from the goſpel of 
Chriſt that there is ſuch a thing to be had as an 
imputed righteouſneſs, O how he longs for it 
And ſure I am that this divine life in the ſoul, 
which makes the ſinner hunger and thirſt, ſhall 
terminate in his juſtification unto liſe. For, if 
by one man's offence death reigned by one, much 
more they which receive abundance. of grace, 
and of the giſt of righteouſneſs, ſhall reign in 
life by one, Jeſus Chriſt.” Rom. v. 17. Self- 
righteouſneſs is the boaſt and glory of every claſs 
of proſeſſors of natural religion; and nothing but 
an application of the law, attended with life and 
convictions by the Spirit, will ever ſtain this 
Pride of human glory. The graſs withereth, 


1 er. fadeth, becauſe the Spirit of God 
2 bloweth 
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bloweth upon it.” Satan will prop up and fwell 


with pride every ſoul that truſts in himſelf that he 
is righteous, for ſuch are his own children. All 
the ſcribes and phariſees among the Jews, whom 


Chriſt declared were of their father the devil, 
were ſuch as went about to eſtabliſh their own 
righteouſneſs; but the righteouſneſs of faith the 


| lypocrite cannot endure : he is an enemy to God 


who provided it, to Chriſt who wrought it out, 
to the goſpel which reveals it, to the Spirit who 
applies it, to faith which apprehends it and puts 


it on, to thoſe miniſters of righteouſneſs which 
preach it, and to all that ſeek it or follow after it. 


In this beſt robe the Father embraces the return- 
ing ſon; in this wedding-garment Chriſt receives 


his ſpouſe; and the devil knows this and hates 


the match. If God juſtifies, who can condemn? 


This makes Satan's accuſations and charges 
groundleſs, and faps the very foundation of his 
kingdom. Grace ſhall reign, but then it is 
through righteouſneſs, unto eternal life, by 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” Rom. v. 21. When 
juſtification is paſt, glorification is ſure ; whom 


God juſtifies, them he alſo glorifies; and where 


the Sun of Righteouſneſs riſes, there he never 
goes down. All the time that Joſhua ſtood be- 
fore the Lord in the filthy garments of his own 
righteouſneſs, Satan ſtood at his right hand to 
accuſe him, reproach him, calumniate ham, 


{rape him, confound him, and reſiſt hun. You 
may 
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may fes here the. inſolence ol the deyil,, in pre- 
ſuming to take the upper band even of God's 
high prieſt, and when in the preſence of God, 
and hen attending upon his function. But Satan 
pays no regard to ſacred offices nor eccleſiaſtical 
orders; whether it be Joſhua the high-prieft un- 
der the law, or Judas the apoſtle under the goſ- 
pel, he will have the pre-eminence as long as the 
filthy rag of human righteouſneſs is kept on and 
truſted in; for © as many as are of the works of 
the lay are under che curſe,” And © he that be- 
lieveth-not is condemned already.” And this Jack 
Keteh will have the aſcendency over malefactors. 
But, when the Lord ſaid, © Take away the filthy 
garments from him ;” and added, * Behold, I 
have cauſed-thine iniquity to paſs from thee, and 
Iwill clothe thee with change of raiment; this 
made the devil knock under and relinquiſh all 
alaim to his prey. The Lord rebuke thee, 
O Satan; is not this a brand plucked out of the 
fire? Zech. iii. 2. A brand plucked out of the 
fire, à rotten limb of a barren, corrupt, and 
dry tree, half burnt up: but now plucked out of 
the fire of divine wrath, and out of the fire of 
Satan's rage, and from the fire of hell. Hence it 
is plain that the devil hath. no better column to 
his empire than ſelf-righteouſneſs, . Witneſs the 
many thouſands that Satan has raiſed up to 
Prgach it - among the Papiſts, among the Armi- 

, among thoſe of the eſtabliſhment, and 
4 among 


* * 
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among a great numper of the diſſenters: and no 
wonder, for, if Satan be divided againſt him- 
ſelf, how ſhall his kingdom ſtand?“ Another 
prop of Satan's nden, which the Lord demo- 
liſhes, is 

Falſe confidence. dne, yarn r ts 
tention to this branch of his empire, for he knows 
that unbelief and damnation are inſeparably con- 
nected; and that wherever this pillar ſtands faſt 
Satan is ſecure in his ſtrong hold. This was the 
firſt ſeed of Satan that Eve conceived in her mind, 
and by this Satan uſurped his power and autho- 
rity, and where this ſtands faſt Satan hath full 
poſſeſſion: * He that believeth not is condemned 
already, and the wrath of God abideth on him.“ 
Falſe confidence credits every lie that Satan ap- 
plies, and gives the lie to all that God ſays. 
When God gives a man up to falſe confidence, 
it is that he may believe a lie and be damned. 
2 Theſſ. ii. 11. And this is evident, look which 
way you will. Let Simon Magus give out to 
the city of Samaria that he is the great power of 
God, and the whole city believe jt and reſpect the 
impoſtor; let Barcocab tell the Jews that he is 
the Meſſiah, and he is received; let the pope but 
promiſe abſolution and heaven to a whole nation 
of natural men, and there are but few doubts or 
ſcruples about it; let the ſoldiers which kept 
watch over the Saviour's. tomb tell Pilate, that 
when they were faſt aſleep they lay the diſciples - 

of 


6 
6f Chriſt! teal away the body of our Lord, and he 
believes it as ſoon as the high prieſt begins to 
perſuade him. But, though this falſe confidence 
never ſtaggers at a lie, yet it can give no credit to 
what God ſays. It makes God a liar. 1 John 
v. 10. Tea, and ſpeaks it out too. Eliſha told 
the Shunamite ſhe ſhould embrace a ſon, and 
ſhe faid, © Nay, my lord, thou man of God, do 
not lie unto thine handmaid.“ The ſame pro- 
Phet predicts a meafure of fine flour for a ſhekel, 
and two meaſures of barley for a ſhekel, in Sa- 
maria; and an infidel replied, If the Lord 
would make windows in heaven, might this 
thing be.” Jeſus ſaid, „J am the light of the 
world, he that followeth me 'ſhall not walk in 
darkneſs :” the Jews replied, * Thou beareſt 
record of thyſelf, thy record is not true.” John 

viii. 12, 13. God told Eve, in the day that ſhe 
ate of the tree of knowledge ſhe ſhould ſurely 
die; the devil told her ſhe ſhould not, but ſhe 
| ſhould be as God ſhe caſt away all the con- 
fidence ſhe had in God's threatening, but em- 


braced both the lies of Satan. This is one of the 


high things in Satan's ſtrong hold that exalteth 
itſelf againſt God, and agaipſt the knowledge of 
him; but Chriſt, by the ſpiritual weapons of our 


warfare, pulls down Satan's ſtrong hold, and this 


barrier of it among the reſt. Whatever God 
ſends with a divine energy to the ſouls of his 


* the grace of faith, by the Spirit, is one in- 
| gredient 


(Sa) 
gtedient in iliat divine Eergy or power: t Faith 
comes by heating} all Hearing by tlie word?” of 
Gods When. God, by the miniſtry of His fer- 
vants, ſends lis word with power, ſo that te 
ſinner is judged condemned, afid the thoughts of 
his heart made. manifeſt,” he will fall down on his 
face and worſhip God, and report that God is in 
that ſerdant of a trutli, This is ſtrong faith itt 
terrible tidings ; here are terrible ſenſations atid 
terrible things in righteouſneſs, and a ſtrong con- 
fidenee that this power is f God, and he rep6rts 
it of a truth. What à man feels that he believes; 
faith and power always go together; faith ſtands 
not in the wiſdom of men, but in the'power of 
God. When Peter charged the blood of Chiift 
upotr his audience, all that felt the dint of the 
ſword-belicved the charge, and cried for quarter. 
Faith, when wrought in the foul, is a general re- 
ceiver of all that God ſends; nor ſhall the power 
of unbelief, however ſtrong in a choſen veſſel, 
make either the 1 faith of God' or the word of God 
Without effect. 

Every notion that a careleſs net entertains of 
God is falſe, and unworthy of him. He talks of 
his mercy and goodnefs, pity and compaſſion ; 
but he cannot endure to hear of his ſovereignty, 
| holineſs, Juſtice; truth, immutability, or terrible 
majeſty. None of the ſubjects of Satan's king- 
dom hold theſe things in their erced, unleſs it be 
bas __ ne one who hath deen lifted up with 
09 Io ©20) & 0:8 £9390, Tn 
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pride till he is fallen into the condemnation of the 
devil, and then he is obliged to do as the devil 
does, believe and tremble. But this is a deſ- 
perate faith which, attends the entrance of the 
devil when he returns to take poſſeſſion of the 
houſe, from whence. he came out, which is the 
enemy's laſt, ſtage, and the finner's worſt end: 
Judas when Satan entered into him, and which 
Satan labours to ſtrengthen and confirm, and 
often caſes himſelf of ſome part of his burden by 
ſpending the: ſhafts of his rage on the n of his 
Meer. 1 112 
But the 3 of God's elect; are 1 
— the inceſſant groanings of a ſpirit of ſupplica- 
tion, and an inſatiable thirſt for the mercy of God; 
a continual. fear of his .conyictions leaving him, 
or of their going off the wrong ray; a fear of 
being left to himſelf, and. of being given up to 
the hardneſs of his own heart; ſo tired is he of 
his own way, and ſo ſick of himſelf. And that 
foul that would carry his burden to the grave, if 
he might obtain hope in his death, rather than be 
given up to carnal eale and a worldly ſpirit, 15 
the man that hears the rod (Micah vi. 9); and 
the man that accepts the puniſhment. of his ini- 
quity, Lev. XXvi. 41—43: he is the hungry ſoul 
to whom every bitter thing 3 is ſweet; and to ſuch 
the promiſe is made, „They ſhall come what 
were ready to periſh.” 


r Chriſt J Li who is - the —— God, 
when 


«CWMm) 
when he comes to ſet up his kingdom in the 
heart of a poor ſinner, does not diſcover or mani- 


feſt himſelf all at once. It is as the ſpouſe ex- 


plains. It is firſt the voice of my Beloved. The 


life-giving word of reproof and rebuke, pierc- 


ing, ſearching; and trying our hearts, comes firſt; 
this ſinks us, and ſalvation for ſuch appears im- 
poſſible; but © Behold he comes, leaping upon 
the mountains and ſkipping upon the hills.“ 
Mount Sinai ſtands ſadly in our way. Election 
(called a mountain of braſs, Zech. vi. 1) Satan's 


power, and the huge catalogue of our ſins, are all 


in our way as ſo. many mountains. But “ every 
mountain and hill ſhall be made low, and the 
crooked ſhall be made ſtraight, and the rough 
places plain; and the glory of the Lord ſhall be 
revealed.” Iſa. xl. 4. The next view the ſpouſe 
had of him was ſomewhat nearer than the laſt. 


“ He ſtandeth behind our wall.“ Song. . K. 


The ceremonial law was a wall that hid Chriſt; 
the ſubſtance was obſcured by the ſhadow: but 
when he diſcovered himſelf to the ſponſe the 
ſhadows fled, and when he came in the fleſh he 


broke down the middle wall of partition, and 


made Jew and Gentile one; and gives us both 
acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father, and even 
communion with himſelf, Moreover, our own 
ſuppoſed merit ſtands ſadly in our way. The rich 
man's wealth is his ſtrong city, and as a high wall 
in his own conceit.” But Chriſt always ſends the 
Ws” * "WI rich 
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rich empty away, and never rel ie ves us till we be- 
come: poor in fpirit't: the Kingdom of God is pro- 
miſed to ſuch. When the above wall is down he 
edives à little eloſer He Jooketh forth at the 
windows.“ Song. ii. 9. Theſe windows are, 
firſt, the doctrines of the goſpel, in which Chriſt 
appears as the ſubject-matter of them. In this 
glaſs tho natural man fecs his face, and his heart 
tog: and in the fame glaſs the Lord is to be ſeen. 
We behold, as in a glaſs; the glory of the Lord] 
and are changed into the ſame: image from glory 
to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord.“ 2 Cor. iii. 
18. Dion's windows are the brilliant and illuf- 
trious perfections of God fhining in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and reflected on the word of his grace. I will 
make thy windows of agates, and thiy gates of 
carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleaſant ſtones: 
and: all thy children ſhall be taught of the Lord.” 
Ifa. liv. 12. Hence it appears that theſe windows 
and gates are a diſplay of the glory of God when 
a poor ſinner enters into the preſence, grace, ſa- 
gur, and joy of the Lord, and is favaured with 
an unctuous experience of bis glorious grace. 
When theſe windows from on high are opened 
by the miniſtry of the word (Iſa. xxiv. 18), how 
do cor ſenſible ſinners fly to them when. the re- 
pork of it is ſpread abroad. Who are theſe that 
fly as à oloud, and as doves to their windows? 
Ila. I. 8; Furthermore, the mind and under- 


manding of a man are the windows of the ſoul, 
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63 5 
ertn as the eyes are of the body; and every time 
hie ſhines into the ſoul, like the ſan, he illumi- 
nates us and warms our hearts. Theſe are the 
ſoul-raviſhing diſcoveries that he makes of im- 
ſelf when he looketh in at the windows :. thus 
we fee through a glaſs darkly,” but in time to 
come we ſhall fee him face to face. The laſt view 
the ſpouſe had of him was flouriſhing: through 
the lattice. Song 11. 9. A lattice is à wooden or 
iron window, eroſs- barred; ſome parts of it are 
entirely open, but where the bars go it is: entirely 
dark and obſcure. There is a glorious ray of light 
at times that ſhines upon every grace of the Spirit 
in the heart; but there is an inbred corruption, 
like the wooden bars of a lattice, which ſadly in- 
tervenes and obſcures the light: the light ſhines 
in darkneſs (in this ſenſe), but the darkneſs com- 
prehends it not. Sometimes we are wonderfully 
indulged with the light of his countenance, which 
fills us with joy and gladneſs; but theſe are ſure to 
be followed with deſertions. He hideth his face, 
and then who can behold him?“ He keeps back 
the face of his throne, and ſpreads his cloud upon 
it: when he ſhines, grace flows out; when he is 
hid, corruptions ſtruggle hard. Through this 
lattice-work he ſhews himſelf; for when the 
bridegroom. viſits us what a heavenly banquet 
doth the ſoul enjoy ! But when the bridegroom 
is taken away, then we faſt 1 in thoſe days; 3. for the 
culerr of the bride-chamber cannot faſt while 

* 3 4-4 


) 

the. bridegroom 18 path them. The Lord's ab- 
ſence andthe ſtirrings of our corruptions ſharpen 
our appetite, and the Lord's viſits and revivals of 
his work» afford us infinite fulneſs and ſatisfac- 
tion. Thus by degrees does the Lord diſcover: 
himſelf, and by flow advances approach the hearts 
of the darlings of his ſoul, when he comes to caſt 
gut tha ſtrang man armed, and to affinne the 
throne of gur affections." Hence: it appears, alſo, 
that eonvictions by the law, and divine life by the 
Spirit, together with fore temptations, are ſent to 
debaſe and humble us, to ſoftèn and meeken us, 
to mortify and empty us, that the kingdom of 
God may be much longed for, ſought aſter, and 
ſenſibly needed; for © whoſoever ſhall not receive 
the kingdom of God as a tle child ſhall. in no 
wiſe enter therein | 

. The kingdom of God 83 in power, in 4 
epuſneſs,. peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. This 
power. dethrones Satan, mars the reign of ſin, 
and delivers us from the fear of death; righteouf- 
nels juſtiſies us from all ſins, all things, and all 
charges; peace is the bleſſed effect of pardon, 
and a ſure pledge af favour and friendſhip with 
God; joy ſprings from a ſenſe of divine love and 


a a hope of future glory: and it is under the influ- 


ence. of the Holy Spirit that theſe things are ſeen, 
known, . felt, and enjoyed and all theſe things 
bear an everlaſting date. In the King of Zion 


the  belieyer finds aeg ſtrength: Jeſus 
* 


44s 


( 55 ) 
brought in for us everlaſting righteouſmeſs, he 
beſtows upon us everlaſting peace, and promiſes 
that we ſhall return to Zion with everlaſting joy, 
and that grace ſhall reign to everlaſting life: and 
grace.is nothing leſs than everlaſting love. 

The ſcorner's chair is the higheſt ſeat in Satan's 
kingdom; the Saviour's feet the higheſt ſeat 
in Chriſt's kingdom: the proudeſt profeſſor is 
the greateſt man in Satan's empire, and the moſt 
like his ſovereign ; and he that humbles himſelf 
like a little child, the ſame is greateſt in the kinge 
dom of God. : 


THE END. 
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Farrn is a perſuaſion, in the mind of the trath 
of God, whether it reſpects hs word or works. 
God ſhall perſuade Japheth, and he ſhall dwell ; 
in, the. tents of Sn It is a TW of God's 
Spirit. 3 1 110115 10 2911 
The faith of God's ele& Pang in the mani 
ſeſtations of God's holineſs, truth, and juſtice, 
attended with divine light and the power of God's 
anger; ſuch an one is convinced of all, he is 
judged of all: and thus are the ſecrets. of his 
heart made manifeſt; and ſo falling down on his 
face he will worſhip God, and report that God is 
in you of a truth.” 1 Cor. xiv. 24. This is the 
man that God debaſes and humbles, who is. 
wounded, made. ſore, and -inwardly. ſmarts fan 
fin, and who trembles at God s. word; to ſuch 
God looks, and with ſuch Wa e 2h 
2. Such 


3 


1 

2. Such a ſoul knows and feels himſelf in the 
hand of God, and that he is at God's diſpoſal, 
and at the diſpoſal of no other; and what God 
intends to do with him, whether to ſave him or 
deſixoy him, whether to make a public example 
of him or ſhew mercy on him, he knows not; 
but, as there is a powerful and perpetual cry in 
his heart for mercy, and now and then a word of 
encouragement applied to him, there is a perad- 
venture and ſome expectation; and the ſinner is 

as ſenfible of the power that holds him, and that 
bears him up, as he is of the terrible majeſty that 
makes him tremble. His faith, from firſt to laſt, 
ſtands not in the wiſdom of men, but! in the 
power of Ged., 1 Cor. ii. 5. 18 55 
. When the“ Spirit of God eedlles bog 
and energy in prayer increaſes, and many ferip- 
tures deſcriptive of our caſe are preſented to view, 
and ſome ſhort intervals of godly forrow” are felt, 
the darts of Satan loſe their force; and the reflee- 
tions of divine /atiger often ſubſide, till future de- 
liverance through Chriſt appears no leſs at times 
than certain. + « Fear not,” ſays God, „ I will 
help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right 
hand of my righteouſneſs. * On this powerful 
arm faith reſts. Who hath believed our report, b 
and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?” 
* s arm and faith i in the report go together. 

4. When pardon takes place faith receives the 


atonement of Chriſt and ſtands in it. 5 the 
e -£ | blood 


6059 5 

blood of thy covenant T have ſent forth thy pri- 
ſoners out of the pit wherein is no water. And 
nothing i is more ſure than this jail delivery: e He 
that believes ſhall receive the forgiveneſs of ſins.“ 
God purifies the heart by faith; and ſuch eld 
the myſtery of faith, which faith ſtands i in A 4 pure 
conſcience. 1 Tim. iii. 9. F491 CHE 


5. Faith ſtands in the plefing of FITS « Ag 


many as are of faith are bleſſed with” Faithful 
Abraham.“ And God's bleſſing on Mount Zion 
is life for evermore: and © he that bélieveth is 
paſſed from death unto life; yea, he that be. 


lieveth hath everlaſting life. een ect ngo 


6. Faith ſtands in the righteouſneſs of —_— 
imputed : To us it ſhall. be imputed if we be- 
lieve on him that raiſed Chriſt from the dead!“ 
Vea, this righteouſneſs is to all and upon all that 


believe; and the ſinner is aſſurect of this. Sure 
ly, ſhall one ſay, in the Lord have 1 . 


and ſtrength.” Iſa. xIv. 24. tel 
7. The faith of God's elect ſtands in 4 Wit⸗ 


neſs of the Holy Ghoſt witneſſing our adoption: 
« Ye are all the children of God by ſaith in 
Chriſt Jeſus,” and « he that believeth on the Son of 
God hath the witneſs in himſelf.“ 1 John v. 10. 

8. The faith of a ſaint ſtands and triumphs in 


the everlaſting love of God, for faith works by 
love; and to this agrees the beloved diſciple : : 
«© And we have known and believed the love that 
ad hath to us. God is love; and he that dwell-- 

4. "I 
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6 609) 
eih in love dwelleth in ec and God i in him.“ i 
LJobn i ph 10. b ai gil fi. 
9. Faith Aae in the] joy: bf the Spirit of God, 
and in the peace that Chriſt made by the blood of 
his crofs. ;; God ler us withJoy and anne 
levings ; eb: | doidw AS 0 at 94 
10. Faith Ads in Chriſt Jeſus ceded; in, 
and manifeficd. to the ſoul. He that hath my 
commandments; and keepeth them, he it is that 
loveth me, and ho that loveth me ſhalt be loved 
of my Father, and I will qeve him and will ma- 
niſeſt myſelf to him.“ John xiv. 21. The above 
commandments are his word, as he explains it: 
Ia man love me, he will keep my words : and 
my Father will love him, and we will cone unto 
him, and make our abode with him.“ John xiv. 
28. Thus faith ſtands in the love of God made 
known, and in Jeſus Chriſt manifcſted to the ſoul. 
That Chriſt may dwell in 2 rm bearts by'fa Bitb. * 
Eph. iii. 17. 1 : 
11. Faith ftands faſt in the filial fear & God: 
which fear is peculiar to God's children, and 
which hath the goodneſs: of God for its object: 
mo it emboldens the- believer to fly to God, and 
to expect his protection in every time of trouble. 
In the fear of the Lord is ſtrong confidence, and 
his children ſhall have a place of refuge.” Prov. 
xiv. 16. Theſe are the footſteps of genuine faith, 
faith and not by fight.” And by the power of God 


18 
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(a) 


is che belie ver kept through faith unto- ſalvation 


And theſe divine bafes on which faitiꝭ ſtaudls are 
more firm than-the:everlaſting fills xe 
But what is that poor phamom which paſſes ſo 
current for faith in our days? Juſt nothing, and 
worſe than nothing; for it is a powerful deluſion 
of the devil, which a juſt God gives the enemits 
of his trutir up toi God ſhall ſend them ſtrong 
del uſions, that they _ OY 2 aps and be 
damned.” 2 Theff, ii. 11. 1051 Tn 

This faith in a lie is * teſt chan A pre- 
tuitiptiod ; it preſumes upon God, and lays 4 
claim upon him, without one ſcriptural warrant 


to venture on. And, in the general, the fathe# of 


lies begets this faith in the mid f poor fingers 
under the/ alarming miniſtry of graceleſs men, 
who are miniſters of the letter, or of the bare 
word of God, without having either the Spirit or 
his grace in them. The ſentence of death and of 
condemnation, which are in the preacher, is com- 
municated to ſuch a hearer. The letter killeth. 

The finner being by nature à child of wrath, 
and naturally in bondage to the fear of death, 
and the curſe of God being habitually in the ta- 
bernacle of the wicked, theſe are all ſtirred up, 
and natural conſcience is terrified, while the devil 
ſpreads diſmal glooms and horrors on the mind, 
with which he bewilders and diſtracts' the poor 
wreteh; theſe paſs for convictions, and are juſt 


ſuch as Ahab had when Elijah met him, and as 


Saul 


. 
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Saul had when he fell on the ground before tlie 
devil in Samuel's mantle: for with theſe convic- 
tions there is no ſpirit of life to quicken the ſoul; 
no true light ſhining into the heart to diſcover 
the deſperate deceitfulneſs of it; no ſpirit of ſup- 
plication to ſet the ſinner to crying day and night 
unto God; no hunger and thurſt after righteouſ- 
neſs, aſter the bread of life, or after the living 
God: A ſinner under ſuch: oonvictions yy be 
known by the following remarks: - 

1. He feeds upon the vanities of this h in 
the midſt of all his infernal terrors, and hates the 
light and truth under all his horrors. They 
have not cried unto, me with their heart, when 
they howled upon their beds: they aſſemble 
themſelves for corn and wine, and they rebel 
| againſt me. Though T have bound and ſtrength- 
ened their arms, yet do they imagine miſchief 
againſt me. They return, but not to the Moſt 
High: they are like a deln bow.” . vil. 
14, 15. af 63 | 
2. It may 1 5 be Rs TY as 1 0 is no 
ſpirit of ſupplication or crying to God, neither is 
there any thirſt after him; they return, but not 
to the Moſt High; as Saul did; he returned, but 
it was to one of the witches that he had formerly 
expelled, not to God: and ſo Judas, he re- 
turned, but it was to the prieſts, to whom he con- 
ſeſſed his ſin; but not to God, nor b to the 


maſter whom he had betrayed: . 1 a 
WES. 4 | 3. Such 


(6) 
2. Such ſouls may be known /by-their pride; 


tor they are never filled with that ſelf-loathing 


which a ſoul feels that is quickened by the Spirit 
of God; there is the leaven of legal pride work- 
ing in them under all their convictions, and they 
ſet themſelves up as men of wonderful experience, 
though they are without hope, and without that 
experience that worketh hope. Where is boaſts 
ing then? It is excluded. By What law? Of 
works?“ Nay, it is never excluded 4 legal terrors. 
Rom. i 111. 27. F 

4. Such a finner holds faſt cake We ſelf 
_ righteouſneſs under all his convictions. - I once 


knew a preacher who often fell into theſe: legal 


convictions, till he was like a wild bull in a net; 
but every time he came out he preached free- will, 
ſelt· righteouſneſs, and univerſal redemption, and 
was looked upon as a man wonderfully taught of 
God; but it was by the god of this world. I 
once preached for him at Sheffield in Yorkſhire, 
and diſputed with him afterwards till midnight, 
and began with him the next morning and con- 
tinued at it till noon, and ſtopped his mouth, 
but could not ſtrip him of his ſpider's web. The 


laſt time that I inquired about him I was inform-— 


ed that he had left off preaching for ſome time, 


and was confined and mad; which was what I 
had long expected. They hold faſt ein _—_ 


_ refuſe to return.“ Jer. viii. 5. 


5. Nor do ſouls under ſuch e as theſe 
cleave 
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cleave to the children of God, nor to miniſters of 
the Spirit, but to them of the letter: as the pro- 
fligal for did under his legal terrors: + he joined 
himſelf to a citizen of that ednntry ;” not of the 
heavenly country, but of this; not to a citizen of 
Mount Zion, but to a citizen of Jeruſalem that 

now is, and is in bondage with all her children :” 

and he tried hard to fill his belly with huſks, and 

would have done it if the Spirit of liſe had not 

entered into hifi; but as ſoon as he was quicken- 
ed he felt a mighty famine, then he left his huſks 

and ctied ſor bread.” © This my ſon was dead; and 
while dead be cleaved io the ſwine. But be © is 
Alive again: and this life gave him his appetite, 
his cry, aid his motion towards God; and tlie 
food that ſed his foul was: Chriſt! cruciſied, im- 
Puted righteouſneſs, the everlaſting love of Gotl, 

and pardon and pcace by faith. in the blood of 
the Lamb; all af which are meant by the fatted 
every ſoul that feeds not upon theſe is as ſure to 
periſh as he is born. Now let us lee. the. con- 
verſion of this modern proſeſſo. 

He attends the miniſter of the letter 3 
whom lie got his wound; and by and by the ſame. 
inſenſibility, preſumption, falſe-confidence, ; blind 
Mal, and deceitful hopes, which © poſſeſs, the 
preacher, are communicated and applied by the. 
devil to this convicted finner, and out he comes: 
into liberty, as he calls it. This is * conviction, 
1 | | and 


1 ” 
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and this is called a ſeal of ſuch a man 8 miniſtry; 3 


like prieſt, like people; ; he hears the word, and 
anon with joy receives it; "yet hath he no root 1 in 
himſelf. t 

Now he compares himſelf, not with the word 
of God, nor with the experience of the children 
of God, nor with the miniſters of the Spirit, but 
with thoſe to whom Satan ſends him, thoſe of his 
own caſt. For we dare not make ourſelves of 
the number, or com pare ourfelves with ſome that 
commend themſelves: but they, meaſuring them- 
ſelves by themſelves, and comparing themſelves 


among themſelves, are not wiſe,” Then my are 


1 FH 

2. He now makes his converſion Kuidern to the 
preacher; and others in the ſame deluſion give 
their judgment of the work, and conelude it to 
be a real work of grace; and the poor deluded 
mortal believes it and is eſtabliſhed in it; and 
thus his faith ſtands in the wiſdom of man, but 
not in the power of God. 

3. He often finds his paſſions moved by ora- 
tory; for he is very fond of an orator, and he 


drops a few tears; this is called a watering time 


with him, and it paſſes for godly ſorrow. At 
other times his fancy is tickled, and he laughs 
and rejoices : this paſſes for the joy of the Lord; 

but God gives it another name. The Joy of 


the hypoerite is but for a moment.“ Job Xx. 5. 
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( 66 ) 
As the crackling of thorns under a pot, ſo is the 
laughter of fools.” Eecl. vii. 6. 

4. He goes and tries himſelf and his fate un- 
be other miniſters of the ſame caſt (for there are 
but very few, others in our days), and he hears 
different definitions of faith, and rather excels in 
confidence the deſcriptions that are given : this 
wonderfully eſtabliſhes him. In the multitude 
of counſellors there is ſafety.” Thus one builds 
up a wall, and the other daubs it with untemper- 
ed morter; and there it will ſtand till the ftorms 
of divine | vengeance rend it, and then it will 
be no more, neither them that daubed it. Eeck. 

XU1, | 
5. In order to make this deception 8 
the devil ceaſes to ſtir up the concupiſcence of the 
ſinner's heart, and doth not roll him in unclean- 
neſs as heretofore ; that he may ſee that there are 
ſome fruits without, as well as joys within; this 
feeds his pride not a little. Thus the unclean 
ſpirit goes out of the man, and the Bales 1s empty, 
{wept and garniſhed. . 31 

6. Now and then poor conſcience will ſtrug⸗ 
gle and move her pulſe, as if ſomething elſe was 
wanting, and ſome doubts will riſe up. He makes 
this known to ſuch as the devil ſends him to, and 
they tell him it is the motions of the old man, 
and Satan's devices, and cry, Peace, Peace; this 


ſettles him for the preſent, and vu he receives 
the 


(* 
the — of men, but not the witneſs of _ 
which is greater. 1 John v. 9. 


7. Sometimes ſuch an hypocrite is brought a 
cunoſity to hear a miniſter of the Lord; and, per- 


ceiving ſomething new, he is wonderfully raviſn- 
ed with the novelty, and new joys ſeem to ſpring 
up: he takes ſome of the new cloth to patch his 
old garment with, but parts with nothing of the 
old: the more he hears the more his head is fur- 
niſhed, and he is ready to pluck out his own eyes 
to give to the preacher; but by and by he hears 
him deſcribe a genuine work of grace, and con- 


ſcience ſeconds the motion, and his heart- ſtrings 
begin to give way, and then off he goes to one 


who cries, Peace, Peace: and after this he be- 
comes 2 moſt deſperate enemy both to the preach- 
er and his doctrine, for ſuch cannot endure ſound 
doctrine. Thus the Jews rejoiced in John's light 
for a ſeaſon, and then changed' their II 
ſaid he had a devil. 

8. This ſort of profeſſors are to be known by a a 


multitude of words; for they are more ſwift to 


ſpeak than they are to hear. This brings many 


eyes upon them, and they are looked up to as 


ſaints of no common magnitude: this leads their 
minds much to think and ſtudy to get ſomething 
to ſay ; and the more he talks the better figure he 
cuts in talking ; and now he is wonderfully elated 
with his gifts; reproving, exhorting, and praying 


in n company, becomes his element, and this in- 
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creaſes both his pride and his preſumption. He 
has got the gift of prophecy, and in his own con- 
_ ceit underſtands all myſteries, and all knowledge, 
and a faith ſtrong enough to remove mountains, 
and yet is nothing but founding braſs or a tink- 
ling eymbal. 1 Cor. xiii. 1, 2. £7 91 
- 9. He: fometimes meets with an naneſt FR 
who ſees through him, and ſpeaks to him, and 
who tells him his doubts of him, and ſhews him 
his ſtate: this mortifies his pride and injures his 
conſequenee; he ſtorms ſadly at this. A wiſe 

man feareth and departeth: from evil, but the fool 

rageth and is confident.” Prov. xiv. 10. | 

10. If the lip of truth hath damped his. joys, 
he calls together a company of them of the like 
_ oceupation, and afks them: one tells him he has 
been much edified by him, another has been re- 
claimed, the bowels of another have been refreſh- 
ed, and another eſtabliſhed ; and thus he is com- 
paſſed about with a whole cloud of witneſſes, and 
he beheves them all, and no wonder: © For the 
ſimple (or fool) believeth every word; but the 


7 prudent man looketh well to his going. Prov. 


xiv. 15. 

This is the modern ' Faith of the day, and it 
paſſes as current among us as Birmingham half- 
pence do. And I believe that there are many 
congregations in this country that have not one 
grain of any other faith than this among them ; 
and ſure I am that, the devil is the author of it, 


and 


\ 


„ 
and the wrath of God will be the finiſher of it; 
for whenever the unclean ſpirit returns to his 
houſe with ſeven ſpirits more wicked than him- 

ſelf; or whenever perſecution and tribulation 
come on, or the fiery trial to conſume this hay, 
ſtraw, and ſtubble; then, like Alexander the cop- 
perſmith, Demas, or Judas, down they go; and 
no wonder, for they never ſtood upon the founda- 
tion that God hath laid in Zion. | 
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LETTERS. 


+ 18. 0 88 


DEA SIR, 


Your miniſtry having ſtripped me of all 
my falſe joys and falſe confidence, and of all my 
falſe notions, and undeceived me, and brought 
me down to an acquaintance with the plague of 
my own heart, to a ſenſe of guilt and of the anger 
of God revealed in a broken law, and cauſed me 
to fly, trembling, from the wrath to come, has 
alſo been bleſſed to me in raiſing me to, and 
often encouraging my ſoul in hope; and many 
a word of ſupport” and encouragement, attended 
with light and information, has been ſent by God 
to me, when ready to faint, from your mouth; 
and, I think, I may call your miniſtry the 
ſtrength of my heart. My trouble, and theſe 
bleſſings communicated, have effectually taught 
me both to prove and highly to prize a paſtor after 
God's own heart; having found you as ſuch un- 
der God, and the beſt friend to me in all this ſinful, 
miſerable world. Numberleſs are the bleſſings 

"RM which 


: „ 

which I have received in the courſe of three or 
four years labour and travail. But under a ſermon 
you preached the 30th of June laſt, from Iſa. hv. 1, 
I almoſt thought my bonds would have burſted, 
but there was not ſufficient ſtrength to bring 
forth ; and, although ſoon after I loſt the ſenſe of 
it, yet it was ſuch an effectual blow to Satan and 
my unbelief, that they have not entirely recovered 
it ſince. Laſt Sunday morning's diſcourſe was 
ſtrengthening, encouraging, and informing; and 
ſent of God to me I believe it was. The two 
Sundays before being wet and dirty, and having 
| ſome miles to drag a cumberſome carcaſe and a 
burdened heart, it made me fret; and Satan is 
neither backward nor awkward at helping forward 
ſuch calamities ; his advice was, to have no more 
of this. I thought if the next Sunday was ſo 1 
would not come, but would go and hear ———, 
who is ſound in the letter, and make myſelf as 
comfortable as I could. But in the courſe of the 
week I found ſome nearneſs to God, and a heart - 
to pray; and prayed him to ſend fair weather tor 
my journey, a bleſſing at his houſe, and to let it 
be a ſign betwixt himſelf and me. The morning 
was fine, which encouraged me; and you preach- 
ed from 2 Cor. i. 24. I will not trouble you with 
the partioulars; but God furniſhed you with that 
ſabjea for me, I believe, among the reſt. It was 
the ſtrengthening and encouraging voice of a 
good God to my troubled, fearing, and deſpond- 
—_ 1. "mp 


ing heart, by the mouth of his ſervant, I do bes 
lieve, and a word in due ſeaſon it was. But be- 


fore I got home 1 loſt it all in company with the 


devil, and ſunk in deſpondency up to my neck; 

and, although ſome ſecret power and good hand 
has hitherto held my head above, yet I fear that 
I ſhall, after all, be left to fink. I am prefled in 
ſpirit, and ſenſibly purſued. by the avenger of 
blood. O that I may get into the city of refuge 
before overtaken ! I know that Jeſus Chriſt. is 
near to fly unto, being near to all that call upon 
him. O that I was but ſafe there, that my ſoul 
may live! But fearing I ſhall fail and come ſhort, 
fearing I ſhall die an incurable with the plague 


of leproſy, I am full of toſſings to and fro. But 


excuſe my intruſion, fir; to make one requeſt ; is 


the cauſe of theſe ſcribbled odds and ends appear- 


ing to you. 


You know, fir, the world 1s ſtuffed with for- 


gers of lies, ſoul-ſtarvers, and phyſicians of no 
value; and how applicable the words of the 
Lord Jeſus are to our ſtate, that faithful labour- 
ers are few; that there are many in obſcurity that 


cannot get to hear you, and, according to your 


late prophecies, we may tay, « Wo unto us, for 
the day gocth away, &c.“ That you have often 
lately ſounded an alarm about your own depar- 


ture, and it ſeems there is to be no ſucceeding 


Eliſhas; may I therefore, dear fir, ſolicit to ſee 


| the two ſermons on True and F alſe F aith i in print, 
6 if 
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If it meet your approbation, and you have time; 
that you may preach once more to us in the 
country, as well as to your charge in town; and 
when it pleaſes God to take you, you may, being 
dead, yet ſpeak, and have a voice in the world 
till it is burnt up. Much goſpel and many 
preachers of it, to be ſure, there are, and it is in 
and all round our pariſh ; but it is not that which 
is the power of God to ſalvation. Hufks and dry 
breaſts can afford no entertainment to the hungry 
and thirſty: this you well know, fir, and T have 
experienced the diſappointment. | : 
Thus, reverend fir, have I made known the 
defire of my heart concerning publiſhing your 
ſermon, in ſimplicity; but withal leaving it to 
your ſuperior judgment and perfect knowledge of 
all theſe things. I believe I have a place in your 
heart, and that you are a real friend, which has 
emboldened me to preſume to make this requeſt. 
In complying with which, if you can, take pity 
on us that are ſtationed at a diſtance, and help 
us who deſire at leaſt an intereſt in your prayers. 
And that God may bleſs you in body and ſoul, 
and continue you with us, - muſt, while there 1s 
life ! in my ſoul, be the ou of 


d. IN THE, CORNER. 
Feb. 8, 1800. N 
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To Q. in the Corner. 


SIR, | 1 5 
Your unexpected tidings have afforded 
me ſome encouragement in the good work in 
which I have been long engaged. You have not 


been ſuffered to deal with me as too many have. 


done who have been long ſuckled, dandled, ſwad- 
dled, and adorned with all the external ornaments 
and embelliſhments that appertain to a form of 
godlineſs deſtitute of the power. I have long 
thought that the unclean ſpirit going out of a 
man, and the devil leaving that man under a mi- 
niſter of the letter, in order for him to ſweep and 
_ garniſh his houſe with feigned faith, falſe hopes, 
diſſembled love, natural joys, head notions, blind 
zeal, ſpeculative knowledge, falſe light, gifts of 
ſpeech in prayer, in exhorting, or in preaching, 
is the very quinteſcence of internal deception, or 
the maſterpiece of devils; it is foreſtalling the 
Saviour's market, counterfeiting, and at the ſame 


time counteracting, the work of the Holy Ghoft. . 


No ſmall number of this fort (which I call the 
worſt of all materials) have come under me; and 
wonderfully enamoured and raviſhed they have 
been with the novelty of the doctrine ; but, 

5 = . alas 
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. 
alas! the new wine was put into the old bottle, 
the new cloth was put upon the old garment, and 
the precious ſeed was received into ſtony ground. 
The wine in ſuch a veſſel cannot keep; nor can 
ſuch a robe of divers colours, a linſy-woolſy 
garment, be fit for the Lamb's wife; no more can 
the precious ſeed take root in ſuch a ſoil. And 
this J have often ſeen; for when once the glee of 
novelty begins to wither, and poor honeſt con- 
ſcience diſturbs them with the return of his fits, 
then the old compoſing draughts become needſul, 
and, as ſure as ever one appears in public that 
walks in the light of his own fire and in the 
ſparks that he hath kindled, off he goes to his 
| own vomit again; and I believe that ſuch return 
no more, nor do they take hold of the path of 
But you inform me that the Lord hath ſtripped 
you. . I know that he will take away the filthy 
garments of all thoſe that he clothes with change 
of raiment; and I believe that ſtripping the ſinner 
is the hardeſt work, and in the general a work of 
time; for, as ſure as the Lord finds a time to 
rend, ſo ſure the ſinner finds a time to ſew. Eccl. 
iii. 7. The Lord breaks down, and he builds 
up.” Eecl. iii. 3. But when this working arm is 
_ deſtroyed the work is as good as done ; for ce he giv- 
eth power to the faint, and to them that have no 
might he ingreaſeth ſtrength; and it is the ungod- 
J. not the felf-rightequs, that he will juſtify... 


TH 
11 thine abcount of ripping ahd undeteivirig 

be genuine, I have no doubt of the glory being 
revealed, for that muſt follow. Befides; the door 
of hope hath been diſplayed already, and thou 
waſt almoſt within it; and where the ſpirit of 
ſupplicatioh knocks: the dobr muft open. We are 
not to labour in vain; nor to bring forth fot 
trouble. If divine life cauſes the labour; divine 
love will effect the delivery. God will not cauſe 
to labour, and not cauſe to bring forth ; nor will 
he bring to the birth, and then ſhut the womb: 
The Spirit ſhall open the promiſe and bring forth 
the bleſſing, and he will open thine heart to re- 
ceive it in the love of it. It is love that com- 
pletes the new birth, and even this attends the 
Spirit of life when the ſoul is quickened. What 
is God's rod, but the effect of his love? And what 
is the deſire of 2 man, but his kindneſs? And 
what is ſmoking flax; but the fire of love in the 
aſhes? And who love the Lord ? only them that 
hate evil, and loathe themſelves in their own fight 
on the account of it: When the Spirit enters into 
the heart all theſe attend him, whether we know 
it and feel it or not : take it all in one verſe, © As 
ſoon as Zion travailed ſhe brought forth her chil- 
dren.” I could not comply with your requeſt fully 
for want of time; beſides, my times of exerciſe come 
on ſo faſt that I am obliged to drive old things out 
to make room for new: but I have put down the 


1 which I think is ſufficient; for, as you 
8 | have 


(48) 
have been for ſome time inſtructed and brought 
forth to act the part of a hypocrite in Zion, you 
know more of falſe faith experimentally than I do, 
and are better qualified to enlarge upon it; and 
as for real faith, you will be brought to try the 
evidences of that as the Spirit leads you on; for 
the footſteps of the flock, which go up from the 
waſhing, or which follow the Lord in the regene- 
ration, go from the experience of one truth to an- 
other, till they grow up into the covenant Head, 
who is truth itſelf, and the fountain of truth: this 
is the centre where we are all to meet in the unity 
of the faith. Wiſhing your preſence in this ſo- 
_—_ e 1 ſubſcribe une 5 


Yours to ſerve, 


LOVE N A MST. 


THE 


EX PECTATION OF THE CREATURE, 
AND Is 


CERTAIN DELIVERANCE. 
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tor the eatnef erpectation of the creature waiteth for 5 

the manifeſtation of the ſons of God. For the crea 
ture was made ſulbject to vanity, not willingly, but 

by reaſon of him too hath fubjefed the ſame in 

ape; becauſe the creature itſelf alſo ſhall be de- 

| livered from the bondage of corruption into the 

glorious liberty of the children of God. Rom. viii. 
19—21. | 


Taz apoſtle, in the beginning of this chapter, 
aſſerts that there is no condemnation to them who 
are intereſted in the ſalvation of Chriſt, who are 
led, not by the carnal luſt of the fleſh, but by the 
loye, comfort, and life-giving Pers of the yy 
Spirit of God: verſe 1, 

The reaſon afligned for this i is, becauſe the law 
of faith, which is written on the mind by the Spi- 
rit, and the law of love put into the heart, make 
us free Fram the deſtroying power of the law of 
"on . ſin, 


( 80 ) 
fin, which is in our members; and from the 
damning power of the law of death, which was 
engraven on tables of ſtone : verſe 2. 

For, as the law could neither remove guilt, 
deftroy ſin, juſtify the ſinner, nor give life, God 
ſent his own Son in our nature, that, by his ſacri- 
fice for ſin, our fins, being imputed to him, might 
be condemned in his fleſh, when he bore our fins 
in his own body en the tree, and by his blood 
put away our fins : verſe 3. 

From the firſt verſe down to my text he 1s de- 
icribing a child of God in diſtin&tion from them 
who are in the fleſh, and who are carnally mind- 
ed, in enmity, living after the fleſh, and deſtitute 
of the Spirit of Chriſt : but the great queſtion 1s, 
Who this creature is which is in ſuch earneſt 
expectation of the manifeſtation of the ſons of 
God ? Some have conceived that the brute crea- 
tion is at leaſt included, if not chiefly intended; 
and they tell us that this paſſage © is a large field 
for a philoſophic mind.” So Mr. Toplady con- 
ceived; and biſhop Jewell, I have been inform- 
ed, hath ſometimes pleaſed himſelf with the 

thoughts of ſeeing an old favourite mare of his in 
fome large field, in the millenium, when this won- 
derful manifeſtation ſhall be made; and which 
they found upon theſe words“ for we know that 
the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in 
pain together until now.” But this cannot be 


the ſenſe of the apoſtle, becauſe God's voice in 
8 1 the 


. ( 81 ) 
the goſpel is to the ſons of men, not beaſts; nor 
are irrational creatures capable of hope, conſe- 
quently utterly incapable of an earneſt expec- 
tation of this manifeſtation of the ſons of God; 
for a creature can never expect what it knows no- 
thing about. | 

Nor can fallen angels be either intended or in- 
cluded ; for there is no mediator in their nature, 
nor offer of mercy made to them, and of courſe 
there is for them no place of repentance : and, as 
no promiſe of life and falvation is held forth to 
them, there can be no ground of hope for it, and 
therefore no. expectation of this manifeſtation of 
the ſons of God is, or can be, found in them. 

Nor are all the human race intended by this 
creature, for there are thouſands of them upon 
earth who are without God, without the ſerip- 
tures, without Chriſt, and having no hope in the 
world. And how ſhall they believe in him of 
whom they have not heard ? and how ſhall they 
hope in him whom they have not known ? 'There 
can be no real hope or expectation of ſuch a ma- 
nifeſtation, where the Ayr hath made no 
revelation of it. N 

No, nor are all men that hear the 2 80 in- 
tended ; for the goſpel is to ſome c a ſavour of 
death unto death,” and is preached for a witneſs. 
againſt them. And, if ſuch have a hope, it is 
only © the hope of the hypocrite,” which God ſays: 
ſhall periſh, Job viii. 13. So that, if ſuch ſin- 
1 „ 
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ners ate in expectation of this manifeſtation of 

the ſons of God, it is all in vain, for ſuch will 
have no part in it, for © the expectation of the 
wicked ſhall periſh.” Prov. x. 28. Nor do the 
Wicked expect it, for © the expectation of the 
wicked is wrath.“ Prov. xi. 23. Whereas the 
expectation (of this creature) ſhall not be cut off, 
for it ſhall be delivered from _ TP of Cory 
$5.44 

Nor can it be ſaid of all who are in a pro- 

feſſion, no, nor of very few of them, that they 
are in earneſt expectation of this manifeſtation of 
the ſons of God; too, too many © put far away 
the evil day; ſuch expect not a deliverance, but 
an evil day, inſtead of a deliverance from the 
bondage of corruption. The fooliſh virgins who 
flept, and the hypocrites in Zion who were 
afraid and ſeized with fearfulneſs, were in no ear- 
neſt expectation of this glorious manifeſtation. 

Some are inclined to think that the Gentiles 
excluding the Jews is this creature who is in this 
earneſt expectation ; but that cannot be, becauſe 
the great apoſtle includes himſelf in the context, 
who was a Jew. *© But we have received the 
Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Fa- 
mrs the Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with our 
ſpirit, that we are the children of God; and, if 
children, then heirs; heirs 'of God, and joint 
heirs with Chriſt : if fo be that we ſuffer with 


him, that We may alſo be glorified together. For 
I reckon 
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I reckon that the ſufferings of this preſent time 
are not worthy to be. compared with the glory 
which ſhall be revealed in us. For the earneſt 
expectation of the creature waiteth for the mani- 
feſtations of the ſons of God.” Verſes 156—19. 
Hence it is plain that Paul does not mean the 
Gentiles only by this creature, becauſe himſelf 
was a Jew; nor doth he mean the Jews only, wor 
cauſe he is writing to the Gentiles. . 
Once more. Whoever or whatever this crea- 
ere be, ſure I am that three things muſt be 
found in it. Firſt, it muſt have a promiſe. of 
deliverance from-the bondage of corruption, as a 
ground for its hope, and a.warrant for his expec- 
tation; for hope ſtands on a promiſe, © Remem- 
ber thy word unto thy ſervant, upon which thou 
haſt cauſed me to hope; but none but believers 
are heirs of promiſe. | 
2, This creature muſt have a good Ie 
through grace, for the hope of unjuſt men periſh- 
eth; whereas this “ creature ſhall be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God;“ hence Chriſt 
muſt be in this ereature the hope of glory, be- 
cauſe this creature hath hope in his death, and 
* ſhall be delivered,” ſaith my text, therefore he 
ſhall not be diſappointed of his hope. 
Moreover, the expectation of this creature is a 
grace of the Spirit, which is never found in a 
wicked man, but the contrary, for & the expec- 
CEE & 4 | tation 
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tation of the wicked is wrath.” Prov. x. 28. x1. 7. 
But the expectation of this creature 1s of God, 
and he is one that fears God “ Let not thine 
heart envy ſinners, but be thou in the fear of the 
Lord all the day long: for ſurely there is an end 
[a reward], and thine expectation ſhall not be 
cut off.” Prov. xxiii. 17, 18. Hence it is plain 
that the reward of this creature is glory, and 
his expectation ſhall not be cut off; for he © ſhall 
be delivered from the bondage of corruption into 
the glorious liberty of the children of God.” 
But ftill the great queſtion is, who this crea- 
ture is? and I conclude that it is every real be- 
hever in Chriſt Jeſus; for © 1f any man be in 
Chriſt he is a new creature.” 2 Car. v. 17. 
Whatever hopes or expectations may be found in 
others, or. whatever birth-privileges they may 
truſt in, or whatever legal works may be per- 
formed by them, it will all at laſt come to no- 
thing“ For in Chriſt Jeſus neither circumciſion 
availeth any thing, nor uncircumciſion, but a 
new creature. Gal. v. 6. Eyery new creature in 
Chriſt Jeſus is in expectation of this manifeſtation 
of the ſons of God, and. ſhall undoubtedly be de- 
livered from the bondage of corruption. 
| Again, this creature is the whole body of God's 
elect, Jews and Gentiles; it is collectively the 
Lo rd's whole myſtical body, « called a man, © Have 
ing aboliſhed in his fleſh the.enmity, even the 
law of commandments contained in ordinances ; be 
Tr for 
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for to make in himſelf of twain one new man, ſo 
making peace.“ Eph. ii. 15. This new man is 
the general aſſembly and church of the firſt- 
born, conſiſting of all the elect of God, which 
are one fold under one ſhepherd; or, in Chriſt 
Jeſus, one new man: as it is written, And he 
gave ſome apoſtles, &c. for the edifying of the 
body of Chriſt; till we all come in the unity of 
the faith, and of the knawledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the meaſure of 
the fulneſs of the ſtature of Chriſt.” Eph. iv. 12, 
13, 14. Here the whole church is called the 
body of Chriſt, many new creatures or members, 
but only one new man or body, a perfect man in 
Chriſt, or Chriſt's myſtical body. Now ye are 
the body of Chriſt collectively, and members 1 in 

particular. | 
« The earneſt expectation of this creaturs 
waiteth; &c.” That which exciteth and en- 
courageth this earneſt expectation, is the truth 
and faithfulneſs of God which hath promiſed this 
deliverance, and he will perform it; the death of 
Chriſt, alſo, which hath ſecured it, and made it 
ſure to all the ſeed ; the Spirit of God is an ear- 
neſt of it, he has revealed it to us, raiſed us to 
hope for it, and to expect it. And the body of 
ſin and death which burdens us, the world which 
hates us, the devil who buffets us, the infirmities 
that compaſs us about, bodily afflictions which 
yeigh us down, ſhort-lived Joys. and long deſer- 
tions, 
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tions, make us long to be unclothed, to depart 
and be with Chriſt, which is far better. For we 
know that if our earthly houſe of this tabernacle 
were diſſolved, we have a building of God, an 
| Houſe not made with hands, eternal in the hea- 
vens: For in this we groan earneſtly, defiring to 
be clothed upon with our houſe which is from 
Heaven.” 2 Cor. v. 1, 2. Theſe groaners are 
parts of this creature in my text, which earneſtly 
expect the manifeſtation of the ſons of God. 

But what is this manifeſtation of ſonſhip ? Are 
not behevers the ſons of God [manzfeſtly ſo] 
by faith in Chriſt Jeſus ? Yes, ſor he that believes 
Hath the witneſs in himſelf, and that witneſs is 
true, and 1s no lie; and he doth, as the ſpirit of 
adoption, cry, Abba, Father, in all believers; and 
where this witneſs and this cry is, ſonſhip 1s ma- 
nifeſted there already, and he is enabled to claim 
it, though the poor weakling in faith and babe in 
grace may not; but this is not the manifeſtation 
meant in my text, for this manifeſtation of ſon- 
ſhip is more or leſs in all believers now. 

The manifeſtation of this ſonſhip is ſomething 
future, ſomething in hope and expectation, which 
is always ſomething to come; © for what a man 
ſeeth [himſelf in poſſeſſion of] why doth he yet 
hope for?“ and what a man hath already got, 
why doth he yet expect? Now are we the ſons 
of God,” this is already manifeſted ; © but it 
doth not yet appear what we ſhall be,” this is yet 
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to come; but we know that when he appear- 
eth we. ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as 
he is; this is the manifeſtation that this wee 
fo earneſtly expects. 

When Chriſt was in the world he was viewed 
and embraced as the only begotten Son of God 
by his own elect; but the world viewed him as a 
deceiver, a madman, and as Beelzebub: but all 
this diſhonour muſt be wiped away, to the con- 
fuſion of his ſoes and the glory of his own ma- 
jeſty; and, when this is done, our adoption will 
appear before our enemies as his divine ſonſhip 


ſnhall appear before his, and this ſhall be done 


when we are all made perfect in one God, Fa- 
ther, Son, and Spirit; and then the world ſhall 
ſee, and believe too, as devils believe and trem- 
ble: yea, the Arian, Sabellian, Socinian, Atheiſt, 
Deiſt, Jew, and Infidel, for ſo it is written,“ That 
they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, 
and I in thee, that they alſo may be one in us; 
that the world may believe that thou haſt ſent 
me.” John xyii. 21. When this end arrives there 
will be no more controverſy about the myſtery of 
godlineſs ; Chriſt will appear the juſt God and 
the Saviour in all his glorious majeſty, and the 
ſaints in all their glory; devils in all their villany, 
and Chriſt's enemies in all their confuſion, ſhame, 
and everlaſting contempt. Chriſt told the Jews, 
“When ye have lifted up the ſon of man, then 
ye ſhall know I am;” but he gave them not an 

hboneſt 
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honeſt heart to confeſs it, but left them to fin 
with open eyes, that they might drown themſelves 
in the great tranfgrefſion. 
Furthermore, As Chriſt was, ſo are we in this 
world. We are deemed fools, impoſtors, mad- 
men, falſe prophets, deceivers, the filth and off- 
ſcouring of the earth, and are treated accordingly; 
but our ſonſhip ſhall be as fully manifeſted to the 
wicked, in the day of judgment, as it is to us 
now. „All that ſee them ſhall acknowledge 
them that they are the ſeed which the Lord hath 
bleſſed; for there ſhall be a conſpicuous mani- 
feſtation both of the ſons of God and of the chil- 
dren of the devil; for the one ſhall appear in 
the image of Chriſt, and God ſhall deſpiſe the 
image of the other; goats and ſheep ſhall be ſe- 
parated, the goats ſhall acknowledge the ſheep, 
and the ſheep ſhall ſee the goats. 
For the creature was made ſubject to vanity, 
not willingly, but by reaſon of him who hath. 
ſubjected the ſame in hope.” Rom. viii. 20. 
Whatever this vanity 1s that this creature 1s made 
ſubject to, it is ſomething diſagreeable to it, for 
it is made ſubject to it not willingly. Sin and 
the pleaſures of it are vanity, which man is not 
unwilling to the purſuit of, nor can any thing 
but a divine power diſplayed incline his will to 
chooſe the better part. But it may be objected, 
that a new creature in Chriſt is delivered from all 
this. To which I anſwer, there is in him the 
| % T0. 
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fleſh that loves the law of fin, and a luſting at 
times aſter evil things; yea, and at times a will- 
ingneſs to them, though the fear of God awes 
him, and the Spirit aſſiſts him in mortification 
and ſelf-denial; yet, if the deeds of the body are 
mortified through the Spirit, it is plain that mor- 
tification is a eroſſing and diſappointing the will 
of the fleſh, and ſelf-denial is nothing elſe but a 
refuſing to gratify ſelf. Neither of theſe things 
appear to me to be the vanity to which this crea- 
ture is unwillingly ſubject. 

Again, Vanity is written upon man himſelf, 
and upon every thing beneath the ſun, for “ all 
is vanity, all is light, tranſient, diſſatisfactory, 
unſubſtantial, diſappointing, and grievous; it is 
vanity and vexation of ſoul; but to this vanity 
the creature is not by nature unwillingly ſubject, 
no not the creature in my text. The enjoyment 
of a wiſe and family, riches, honour, pleaſure, 
apparel, and many other things of this life, he can 
find, at times, that member of the old man, call- 
ed inordinate affections, going out after theſe, 
which coſt him many a tripe, and many a 
groan. | 

In ſhort, the vanity to which the creature is 
unwillingly ſubject, is death. © The wiſe man's 
eyes are in his head, but the fool walketh in 
darkneſs: and I myſelf perceived alſo that one 
event happeneth to them all. Then ſaid I in my 


heart, As it happeneth to the fool, ſo it happen- 
e eth 
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eth even to me; and why was I then more wiſe? 
Then I aid in my heart, that this alſo is vanity. 
And how dieth the wiſe man? as the fool.” Ecc}. 
11.-14, 15. To this vanity the creature is ſubject- 
ed, but not willingly. 

And when was this creature made ſubjed to 
this vanity? Anſwer, it was done in paradiſe, 
where Jehovah ſaid, * Duſt thou art, and unto 
duſt thou ſhalt return.” There is in nature an 
unwillingneſs to this, for death, abſtractedly con- 
fidered, hath nothing pleaſing m it ; for, though 
the heaven- born ſoul may long for it in order to 
obtain the full enjoyment of Chriſt, the ſoul being 


armed againſt the ſecond death, yet the fleſh is 


weak, the body hath no armour, the weakeſt 
part muſt go to the wall. Beſides, grievous pains, 
Janguid ſpirits, -increafing infirmities, dying ago- 
mes, weeping friends, and leaving poor fatherleſs 
_ children behind in a miſerable ſinful world, are 

things in themſelves not pleaſing to nature. He 
is ſubjected to this vanity unwillingly, and no 
wonder, when the hutnan nature of Chriſt, at the 
approach of death, © began to be exceeding ſor- 
rowful, even unto death, and ſore amazed.“ 

But God hath ſubjected the creature to. this 
vanity in hope ;. for, at the ſame time that he 
faid, © To duſt thou ſhalt return,” he raiſed them 
to hope by a promiſe, © The ſeed of the woman 
ſhall bruiſe the ſerpent's head;“ and, as Paul 
ſays, & Chriſt deſtroyed him that had the power 


of 


4 


of death, that is the devil, and delivered - them 
who through the fear of death were all their life- 
time ſubject to bondage.” Here is death, and 
bondage through the fear of it, to which the crea- 
ture is unwillingly ſubject. _ 

But the creature is ſubjected in hope of a re- 
ſurrection through Chriſt; for God begot the 
apoſtles again to a lively hope by it; and the ul- 
timate end of Paul's hope was to attain to the 
reſurrection of the dead. For, though he wanted 
to depart and be with Chriſt, and to be unclothed, 
or. ſtripped of the mortal body, yet he had ſome- 
thing in view beyond that: “ Not for that we 
would-be-unclothed, but clothed upon with our 
houſe-which 1s from above, that mortality may be 
ſwallowed up of life, when this mortal body 
{hall have put on immortality. . The laſt enemy 
that ſhall be deſtroyed is death;“ and then, © Q 
grave, where 1s thy victory ? I will ranſom them 
from the power of the grave, I will redeem them 
from death.“ 

To the fall and eternal enjoy ment of this lor. 
God hath ſubjected this creature in hope. Chriſt's 
fleſh reſted in hope, becauſe it was not to ſee 
corruption; and ours ſhall reſt in hope allo. 

«© Becauſe the creature itſelf ſhall be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption, into the glori- 
ous liberty of the ſons of God.” By the entrance 
of fin into the world all fleſh hath corrupted its 


way; and, although by grace through faith in 
6 Chriſt 
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Chriſt we have © eſcaped the corruption that is in 
the world through luſt, yet the new born ſoul is 
fadly annoyed by the corruption of depraved na- 
ture; and, as for the body, it is nothing elſe but 
corruption, and is ſubjected, bound over, and 
doomed to death, putrefaction, and corruption; 
and ſhall decay, rot, and turn to duſt. It is 

ſown in corruption, and ſhall corrupt; it is ſown 
in diſhonour, reaping the rewards of its fin ; it is 
ſown in weakneſs, unable to reſiſt the king of 
terrors, or its doom to duſt; it is ſown a natural 
body, and has nothing ſpiritual in it when it is 
fown. But this bondage of corruption ſhall be 
broken off; for he © ſhall change our vile bodies, 
and faſhion them like unto his glorious body, ac- 

cording to the working whereby he is able even 
to ſubdue all things unto himſelf.“ Phil. iii. 21. 
Then ſhall the body be raiſed in incorruption, in 
glory, in power, and a ſpiritual body, like that 
of the ſecond Adam, for we ſhall be like him, 
and ſee him as he is; for he that is perfect (in 
this ſenſe) ſhall be as his maſter ; that is, he ſhall 
awake in his likeneſs and be ſatisfied therewith. 

“ Thou which haſt ſhewed me great and ſore 
troubles ſhalt quicken me again, and bring me up 
again from the depths of the earth ; thou ſhalt in- 
creaſe my greatneſs, and comfort me on every fide.” 

Pfalm Ixxi. 20. When this work is performed, 
then ſhall the adoption of ſons be manifeſted, 


| even to the ins as well as to the ſoul; and if 
| ſhall 
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ſhall be manifeſted to the wicked alſo, for they ſhall 
ſee it; for of all that is given to Chrift he will 
loſe nothing, but will raiſe it up at the laſt day, 
and preſent them all to the Father, with a © Be- 
| hold me and the children which thou haſt given 
me.“ Theſe are the many ſons that ſhall be brought 
to glory. Moreover, the manifeſtation of the 
ſons of God in this life is in faith, in hope, and 
in evidence and witneſs; and even that not fully, 
for we know but in part, it doth not yet appear 
what we ſhall be, we only look through a glaſs 
darkly, and not face to face. Again, though it is 
manifeſted to the believer himſelf, yet not to 
others, and eſpecially to the wicked. But we are 
to return from the grave, and to ſee clearly the 
difference between the righteous and the wicked, 
and between him that ſerveth God and he that 
ſerveth him not : and this ſhall be done when the 
earth ſhall he burnt up, when the day ſhall come 
that burneth as an oven, the day in which God 
makes up his jewels. Mal. iii. 17, 18. 

That this is what the apoſtle had in view is 
plain from what follows, and that he includes 
himſelf in this hope is more evident. We which 
have the firſt fruits of the Spirit, even we ourſelves 
groan within ourſelves, waiting for the adoption; 
to wit, the redemption of our body.” Here the 
adoption longed for and expected 1s the redemp- 
tion of the body, which is promiſed to hope, and 


which hope expects; though we do not now ſee 
' - | it 
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it as yet performed, yet it ſhall be performed, for 
Chriſt is the Saviour of the body, and this -ſal- 
vation (or deliverance) . ſhall be revealed in the 
laſt times. 1 Pet. i. 5. For we. are ſaved by 
hope: but hope that is ſeen is not hope: for what 
a man ſeeth, why doth he yet hope for? But if 
we hope for that we ſee not, then do we with pa- 
tience wait for it.“ Rom. viii. 24, 25. | 
That which makes this text appear ſo ambiou- 
| ons, is the apoſtle's digreſſion from his ſubject. 
The apoſtle had been dropping ſome hints about 
the great ſuffering of the ſaints; firſt under a 
ſpirit of bondage, which was now removed from 
them. © Ye have not received the ſpirit of bondage 
again to fear, &c.” Again, © If ſo be that we 
ſuffer with Chriſt, we. ſhall be alſo glorified-to- 
gether.” Once more. For I reckon that the 
ſufferings of this preſent. time are not worthy. to. 
be es with the glory that ſhall be revealed 
in us.“ Our ſufferings are but ſor a moment, 
but glory is eternal; God accounts us worthy: of 
the kingdom for which we ſuffer. But what is all 
our ſorrowful ſufferings. when compared to the 
joys and pleaſure of that glorious kingdom? Our 
afflictions are light, but they work out for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 5 
And now the apoſtle for a moment digreſſes from 
his ſubject, which has occaſioned. many to wander 
from the ſenſe : and it is as though he would ſay, 
Do not you | think that all, the ſufferings of this 


world, 
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world, as the dreadful effects of fin, are fallen 


upon us. No, no; man is born to trouble as the 
ſparks fly upward; deſtruction and miſery, af- 
flictions, trouble, bondage, and death, attend 
upon all-more or leſs, All groaning and travail- 
ing doth not light upon us ſo as to exclude the 
wicked: no; nor even are they excluded who per- 
ſecute us; © for we know that the whole creation 
[every creature] groaneth and travaileth in pain 
together until now.” And now the apoſtle re- 
aſſumes his ſubject again, ſaying, © And not only 
they, but ourſelves alſo, which have the firſt 


fruits of the Spirit, even we ourſelves groan 
within ourſelves, waiting for the adoption; to 
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wit, the redemption of our bodies.” And by this 


| laſt paſſage he explains and confirms what he ſet | 
out upon; namely, the reſurrection of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the certainty of our bodies being ' 


quickened as well as his; for his reſurrection is a 
pledge and earneſt of ours; and the ſame ſpirit 
that. quickened Chriſt (for he was put to death in 
the fleſh, but quickened by the Spirit) ſhall quick- 
en us alſo, for it is from this the apoſtle argues. 


« But if the ſpirit of him that raiſed up Jeſus from 


the dead dwell in you, he that raiſed up Chriſt 


from the dead ſhall alſo quicken your mortal 
bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.” This 
is what the creature hath in hope and expectation, 
to be clothed with glory and immortality; and that 
death and mortality may be ſwallowed up.of life. 


. | And 
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And to this end Chriſt will ſtill hold his regal 

ſceptre, until he hath put down all rule, all au- 

thority, and all power, for the laſt enemy that 

ſhall be deſtroyed is death; at the deſtruction of 

this enemy that ſaying ſhall be brought to ' paſs 

that is written, Death is ſwallowed up in vie- 
tory; then the top-ſtone ſhall be brought forth 

. with ſhouting, crying, Grace, Grace unto it. 


D 
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FINIS. 
4 JY 59 


T. BENs LEV, Printer, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, London. 
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